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Zulkifli, ADUN DAP positif virus

Kuala Lumpur: Menteri di Ja-
batan Perdana Menteri (Hal
Ehwal Agama), Datuk Seri Dr Zul-
kifli Mohamad Al-Bakri, meng-
esahkan beliau positif COVID-19
dan sedang menjalani rawatan di
hospital.

Beliau memaklumkan perkara
itu menerusi hantaran Facebook
rasminya, semalam.

“Alhamdulillah, sehingga saat

ini keadaan kesihatan saya adalah
baik. Saya menyeru orang ramai
yvang menghadiri majlis yang
membabitkan kehadiran saya an-
tara 24 September hingga 4 Ok-
tober agar menjalani pemeriksa-
an saringan COVID-19 di ma-
na-mana klinik kesihatan dengan
segera,” katanya.

Menerusi satu lagi hantaran,
Zulkifli memohon maaf atas se-

barang kelemahan dan kekura
ngan pada dirinya.

“Kepada Allah saya berserah,
kepada-Nya jua saya memohon
pertolongan. Saya berdoa kepada
Allah SWT . kan

naan tidak mempunyai sebarang
gejala dan kini sudah dimasukkan
ke hospital untuk pengasingan,
pemerhatian dan rawatan mengi-
kut protokol sedia ada.

a itu, Ahli Dewan Un-

dan sembuhkan rakyat Malaysia
yang menghidap COVID-19, ter-
masuk diri saya.

“Terima kasih kepada Menteri
Kesihatan, Ketua Pengarah Kesi-
hatan dan doktor serta barisan
hadapan yang amat prihatin de-
ngan keadaan saya,” katanya.

Terdahulu, Ketua Pengarah Ke-
sihatan, Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham
Abdullah, berkata seorang indi-
vidu yang menghadiri satu me
syuarat di Jabatan Perdana Men-
teri pada Sabtu lalu, disahkan po-
sitif COVID-19.

Beliau berkata, individu berke

A

dangan Negeri (ADUN) Kampung
Tunku daripada DAP, Lim Yi Wei
mengesahkan beliau positif CO-
VID-19.

Dalam satu kenyataan, Yi Wei
berkata, beliau dimaklumkan per-
kara itu oleh Pejabat Kesihatan
Daerah (PKD) Petaling Jaya se-
malam selepas melakukan ujian
saringan kedua, 2 Oktober lalu.

“Sejurus kembali dari Sabah
pada 27 September, saya menja-
lankan ujian saringan pertama di
klia2 (Lapangan Terbang Antara-
bangsa Kuala Lumpur 2) dan di-
pakaikan gelang merah jambu

Lim Yi Wei

serta mengamalkan pengasingan
kendiri di rumah.

“Pada 30 September, saya meng
hubungi PKD Petaling Jaya dan
keputusan ujian itu negatif. Ma-
langnya, saya mula mengalami ge-
jala berkaitan COVID-19 pada hari
berkenaan,” katanya sambil men
jelaskan PKD kemudian menya-
rankannya untuk membuat ujian
kedua

Alhamdulillah, sehingga saat ini keadaan
kesihatan saya adalah baik. Saya menyeru

orang ramai yang menghadiri majlis yang
membabitkan kehadiran saya antara 24 September
hingga 4 Oktober agar menjalani pemeriksaan
saringan COVID-19 di mana-mana klinik
kesihatan dengan segera.

Zulkifli Mohamad Al-Bakri,

Menteri di Jabatan Perdana Menteri (Hal Ehwal Agama)
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Dua kluster
punca kes
meningkat

432 kes
baharu catat
rekod tertinggi

Oleh Mohd Nasaruddin Parzi
dan Ahmad Suhael Adnan
bhnqws@bh.fom.my

Kuala Lumpur: Malaysia mere-
kodkan 432 kes baharu COVID-19
semalam, iaitu yang tertinggi
pernah dicatatkan sejak wabak
itu mula dikesan di negara ini
pada akhir Januari lalu.

Sebahagian besar kes berkena-
an adalah dari Kedah, iaitu 241
dan Sabah 130, yang mana Kke-
dua-duanya menyumbang 85.9
peratus daripada Kkeseluruhan
kes baharu itu.

Daripada 429 kes penularan da-
lam negara, 224 adalah yang di-
kesan daripada Kluster Tembok
iaitu di Penjara Kedah, manakala
29 kes membabitkan individu
yang pulang dari Sabah.

Kebanyakan kes baharu di Sa-
bah pula adalah membabitkan
Kluster Bangau-Bangau yang me-

¥
Orang ramai membuat saringan

o, TaHImiG

] kumulatif
jangkitan yang direkodkan

di negara ini sebanyak
12,813, dengan 2,336 kes

aktif setakat ini.

Dr Noor Hisham

Abdullah,
tua Penge gsihatan

1 KeS

kerajaan negeri Selangor, yang mengadakan saringan bersasar dan
percuma kepada pemastautin tetap yang mempunyai sejarah perjalanan

ke Sabah pada 20 hingga 26 Oktober lalu.

(Foto Aziah Azmee/BH)

rekodkan 39 kes.

Ia adalah kali ketiga berturut
rekod harian tertinggi virus itu
dicatatkan di negara ini selepas
mencatatkan 287 kes pada Juma-
at lalu diikuti 317 kes pada Sa-
btu.

Ketua Pengarah Kesihatan,
Tan Sri Dr Noor Hisham Ab-
dullah, berkata dengan kes ba-
haru itu, jumlah kumulatif jang-
kitan yang direkodkan di negara
ini sebanyak 12,813, dengan 2,336
kes aktif setakat ini.

Beliau berkata daripada jum-
lah kes baharu itu, sebanyak 429
kes membabitkan jangkitan da-
lam negara dan tiga lagi adalah
kes import.

“Sebanyak 57 kes pulih dica-
tatkan, menjadikan jumlah ku-
mulatif discaj sebanyak 10,340
atau 80.7 peratus daripada ke-
seluruhan kes jangkitan.

“Jumlah pesakit yang mene-
rima rawatan di unit rawatan
rapi (ICU) adalah 32 orang dan
lapan pesakit memerlukan ban-
tuan pernafasan. Tiada kes ke-
matian dicatatkan, menjadikan
jumlah kumulatif kematian kekal
137 atau 1.07 peratus,” katanya
menerusi Facebook, semalam.
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Bahan buangan haram, sebatian organik tersisa turut

ditemui dalam belukar di kawasan industri Nilai

Oleh Rohaniza Idris, Ahmad
Suhael Adnan, Muhammad Yusti
Muzamir, Noor Atigah Sulaiman
dan Mohd Amin Jalil
bhnews@bh.com.my

Kuala Lumpur: Bahan buangan
haram dan sebatian organik ter

a, dikenal pasti punca pence
naran terhadap Sungai Semenyih

Aktiviti
sar-besaran kawasan reban itik dan
angsa yang disalurkan terus ke
Sungai Pajam, Negeri Sembilan,
Juga duLll\w.: ‘menjadi punca pen.
in bau air sungai terbabit.

)\l'ml'llh’l fan Alam Sekitar dan
Air memaklumkan, bahan bua
ngan haram dan sebatian organik
itu Lh(('ﬂ\ul dalam belukar di ping-
di Jalan

Menterinya,
Tbrahim Tuan Man,

Datuk Seri Tuan
, berkata lokasi
punca pencemaran “dikesan dalam
kawasan belukar terbabit susulan
penemuan sejumiah bahan buangan
dan sebatian organik dijumpai.
“Bau busuk hampir menyamai
bau yang menjadi punca LRA (Loji
Rawatan Air) Sungai Semenyih
henti tugas semalam (kelmarin),”
katanya yang berkongsi beberapa
foto di lokasi yang dikenal pasti
Susulan pen N itu juga,
Tuan Ibrahim berkata, empat kum
pulan dibentuk dalam mesyuarat
Jabatan Alam Sekit S) Negeri
mbilan dengan beberapa agensi
jaan, termasuk Jabatan Per

khidmatan Veterinar dan
Perikanan, pagi semalam.
“Hasil mesyuarat itu menyena
i pendek 21 premis untuk sia
satan,” katanya.

Terdahulu, kementerian itu me
maklumkan, sisa buangan haram
itu disyaki diuruskan syarikat ti
dak berdaftar dan siasatan polis,
Suruba Perkhidmatan  Alr
a (SPAN) serta JAS a
nuuk penemuan di kawasan ber
kenaan sebagai sumber sekunder:

Susulan penemuan ftu, enam
sampel tanah diambil JAS Negeri
Sembilan dan dihantar ke Jaba e
Kimia Malaysia, a
Bandaraya Seremban dan Perba,

atan

Ptru?as Jabatan Alam Sekitar
di Jalan Emas, Kawasan Perindust

iksa belu
an Nilai di Negeri Sembilan, semala

danan Pengurusan Sisa_Pepejal
dan Pembersihan Awam (SWCorp)
membersihkan segera sisa pukal di
lokasi berkenaan

Pada masa sama, kawasan pem
buangan sisa organik itu dikawal
rapi JAS Negeri Sembilan, mana
kala polis memantau kawasan itu

Walaupun punca pencemaran di
kenal pasti, namun kementerian
memaklumkan pengurusan Air Se
langor belum dapat memulihkan
bekalan disebabkan kesan bau ma
sih kuat faitu di antara tujuh hing
ga lapan pada Ukuran Kadar Bau
(TON).

ementara itu, EXCO Alam Se-
kitar, Teknologi Hijau, Sains, Tek.

r di pinggir kawasan ir

nologi dan Inovasi serta Hal E
Pengguna Selangor, Hee Loy Sian,
berkata aktiviti pencucian secara
besarbesaran kawasan reban itik
dan angsa di tepi Sungal Pajam,
Negeri Sembilan, menjadi punca
pencemaran bau air Sungai Seme
nyih dan Sungai La
Bellah berkat, inl suwalin pon
cemaran yang dikesan daripada
bau bangkai, hasil daripada bahan
organik dan bukannya minyak
vang mencetuskan bau sehingga 11
TON di muka sauk LRA Sungai
Semenyih dan Sungai Langat di
sini tengah malam kelmarin
Katanya, susulan keja
du: ;um berkapasiti 300
sohat! (JLD), manakala dua lagi
g dengan kapasit 27 JLD sudah

an h:lu
Sementara itu, Polis Diraja Ma

Bahan buangan haras
organik tersisa disyaki dibuang di kawasan

disyaki

unca
[pencemarar

di Sungai
Semenyih. ¥4
(Foto Asyral
Hamzah /5H) 00 )

im serta_sebatian

aysia (PDRM) akan mengambil
tindakan terhadap pihak yang ber-
tanggungjawab menyebabkan pen-
cemaran bau t dap dua LRA
terbabit sehingga terpaksa dihenti
tugas sepenuhnya, kelmarin.

Timbalan Ketua Polis Selangor;
Datuk Arjunaidi Mohamed, berka-
ta PDRM akan memberi laluan ke-
pada JAS melakukan siasatan ter-
lebih dahulu bagi mengenal pasti
pihak yang akan dikenakan tin-
dakan ekoran insiden itu.

“Dua loji yang terpaksa dihenti
tugas itu memang berada di ka
wasan Selangor tetapi berdasarkan
al punca pencemaran
babit LRA terbabit berlaku di
Vegeri Sembilan.

“Pencemaran berlaku bermula
dari kawasan hulu sungai itu
Si menyih) sehingga LRA
berkenaan maka kami akan me-
lihat dahulu siapa yang benar-be
nar bertanggungjaw atanya

slasatan
te

7

Antara fokasianak siing

— q .
sekitar mengambil air dari
pif awam susulan loji Rawatan Alr Sungai
Semenyih dan Bkit Tampoi dihentikan
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273 kawasan alami

gangguan bekalan air

Kuala Lumpur: Loji Rawatan Air
(LRA) Sungai Semenyih dan Bukit
Tampoi masih belum beroperasi
setakat jam 6.30 petang semalam,
selepas lebih 24 jam dihentikan
akibat pencemaran bau yang di-
kesan di Sungai Semenyih dan
Sungai Langat, petang kelmarin.

Ia bermakna 273 kawasan mem-
babitkan 309,605 akaun pengguna
yang mengalami gangguan beka-
lan air akibat penghentian tugas
LRA itu, terus berdepan ketidak-
tentuan mengenai pemulihan be-
kalan air.

Ketua Komunikasi Korporat

Pengurusan Air Selangor Sdn
Bhd (Air Selangor), Elina Baseri,
berkata kedua-dua LRA itu tidak
dapat beroperasi kerana tahap
pencemaran di muka sauk men-
dapati ia masih belum berada
pada tahap sifar TON (Kadar
Ukuran Bau).

“Ujian persampelan yang dija-
lankan sehingga jam 6.30 petang
mendapati tahap pencemaran di
muka sauk LRA Sungai Semenyih
adalah 2 TON dan bacaan di muka
sauk LRA Bukit Tampoi pula pada
tahap 9 TON.

“LRA hanya boleh beroperasi
apabila tahap pencemaran berada
pada tahap sifar TON sebanyak
tiga kali berturut-turut semasa uji-
an persampelan air mentah dila-
kukan,” Kkatanya dalam satu ke-
nyataan, petang semalam.

Operasi LRA Sungai Semenyih
dan Bukit Tampoi dihentikan pada
jam 4.30 petang kelmarin akibat
pencemaran itu yang disyaki ber-
punca daripada aktiviti pencucian
besar-besaran yang dijalankan di
kawasan reban itik dan angsa di
tepi Sungai Pajam serta kawasan

Penduduk Perumahan Penjawat

pencemaran bau Sungai Semenyih.
(Foto Lugman Hakim Zubir/BH)

Awam
Presint 16 Putrajaya turut terjejas akibat

perindustrian Nilai 3, Negeri Sem-
bilan.

Elina berkata, Air Selangor
menggerakkan 79 lori tangki air ke
premis kritikal, sekolah serta ka-
wasan perumahan yang terjejas
bagi memastikan penduduk ter-
jejas mendapat bekalan air semen-
tara.

Selain itu, katanya, 20 tangki
statik, 10 stesen pengisian setem-
pat, sembilan pusat khidmat se-
tempat (PKS) dan 13 pili awam juga
disediakan untuk kemudahan
pengguna mendapatkan bantuan
bekalan air.

“Air Selangor akan mengemas-
kini maklumat gangguan bekalan
air tidak berjadual dari semasa ke
semasa menerusi semua medium
komunikasi Air Selangor terma
suk Twitter, Facebook, Instagram
dan laman sesawang kami di
www.airselangor.com.

“Pengguna juga digalakkan me-
muat turun aplikasi telefon pintar
Air Selangor di Google Play atau
Apps Store untuk mendapatkan
maklumat terkini bekalan air,” ka-
tanya.

¢« LRA hanya

3 boleh
beroperasi apabila
tahap pencemaran
berada pada tahap
sifar TON sebanyak
tiga kali berturut-
turut semasa ujian
persampelan air
mentah dilakukan.

Elina Baseri,
Ketua Komunikasi Korporat
Pengurusan Air Selangor
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Saling
menuding

Oleh SITIROHAIZAH ZAINAL
dan SYED AHMAD
ZULKARNAIN SYED ALI

utusannews@mediamulia com my

KUALA LUMPUR: Ketika lebih se-
juta pengguna di Lembah Klang
termasuk Putrajaya sekali lagi
berdepan gangguan air, Exco
kerajaan negeri di Selangor dan
Negeri Sembilan pula saling me-
nuding jari.

Berpunca dari Negeri Sembi-
lan!

Selangor dakwa punca pencemaran dari Negeri Sembilan

Darimuka1

Pencemaran itu menyebab-
kan dua loji rawatan air (LRA)
di Sungai Semenyih dan Bukit
Tampoi dihenti tugas kelmarin.

Menurutnya, perkara itu ber-
laku dipercayai berpunca dari-
pada aktiviti pembersihan la-
dang angsa di Sungai Pajam.

Itu tegas Pengs i
kuasa Tetap Alam Sekitar, Tek-
nologi Hijau, Sains, Teknologi
dan Inovasi (STI), dan Hal Ehwal
Pengguna Selangor, Hee Loy Sian
mengenai punca pencemaran air
mentah di Sungai Semenyih.

Bersambung di muka 4

Pengerusi
Jawatankuasa Bertindak Kesi-

hatan, Alam Sekitar,

dan Kepenggunaan Negeri Sem-
bilan, S. Veerapan pula berkata,
punca pencemaran masih be-
lum diketahui dan setakat ini,
hanya berdasarkan andaian.
“Pertama, pencemaran berke-
mungkinan dari ladang itik di
Kuala Sungai Pajam, bersem-
padan dengan Selangor, leachate
dari tapak pelupusan Pajam dan
seterusnya dari kawasan indus-

tri Nilai iaitu kin dari kilang
memproses telur ayam,” kata-
nya.

Loy Sian sebaliknya mendak-
wa, pencemaran berlaku diper-
cayai berpunca daripada aktiviti
pembersihan ladang angsa di
Sungai Pajam, Negeri Sembilan.

“Selain ladang itu, kawasan
Perindustrian Nilai 3 turut disyaki
menjadi punca pencemaran di
sungai Batang Benar yang men-

jadi sumber air mentah.
“Kedua-dua sungai di sem-

padan Selangor itu mengalami

pencemaran bau sehi men-

lepas bacaan bau tiada (0 ton).

Kita tidak pasti bila LRA ini

akan beroperasi, namun telah
air dari beb

jejaskan kualiti air Sungai Seme-
nyih,” katanya.

Katanya, kedua-dua LRA
masih tidak boleh beroperasi
dan- sehingga pukul 9.30 pagi,
bacaan di Sungai Semenyih be-
rada pada tahap lapan ton.

“LRA akan dibuka semula se-

kawasan untuk disalirkan ke
dalam Sungai Semenyih bagi
meneutralkan semula air su-
ngai terbabit,” katanya.

Katanya, bau yang dikesan di
Sungai Semenyih ketika ini ada-
lah bau bangkai dan bukan bau
minyak.
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Minda
Pengarang

Tadabh air
bagai satu acara
di Selangor

AIR oh air. Sudah semakin kerap masalah bekalan
air terputus di Lembah Klang terutama Selangor.
Penjenamaan semula Syarikat Bekalan Air Selangor
Sdn. Bhd. (Syabas) kepada Pengurusan Air Selangor
Sdn. Bhd. (Air Selangor) tidak mengubah nasib
pengguna daripada terus ada acara menadah air.
Ketiadaan air mengundang banyak masalah. Suami
isteri dan anak-anak berantakan. Puncanya mana air
dan giliran siapa tadah air. Ini baru masalah dalam
keluarga, masalah kepada industri dan peniaga lagi

besar.
Sebolehnya, ketika
Malaysia berdepan
Covid-19, isu terputus air
tidak boleh berlaku. Berilah Isu tiada air
ruang kepada kerajaan

danrakyatuntuk fokuss ~ bukan remeh
kepada satu masalah iaitu
Condis malah pernah

Nar:kl;:! apabolehbuat  mengundang
nampaknya selain masalah
g::v(;’d-m rakyat juga kena kemurkaan

rdepan masalah air. "
Persoalannya agak kerap Sultan sehngor
penduduk Lembah Klang
kena bersedia dengan tong dan baldi.

Bulan lalu, sumber air di Sungai Gong, Rawang
dicemari sisa bengkel jentera berat sehingga
menjejaskan kira-kira dua juta pengguna.

Semalam berlaku lagi dan menyebabkan kira-kira
sejuta penduduk terjejas. Puncanya belum sah tapi
didakwa ekoran operasi pembersihan ladang ternakan
angsa di Nilai, Negeri Sembilan menyebabkan sumber
air di Sungai Pajam dan Sungai Batang Benar negeri itu
tercemar.

Rakyat yang terjejas tidak peduli punca ia tercemar
kerana mereka hanya mahu bekalan air berterusan.
Khidmat tersebut bukan percuma tetapi dibayar. Jadi
pelanggan berhak merungut dan mempersoalkan
ketidakcekapan pengurusan air.

Isu tiada air bukan remeh malah pernah
mengundang kemurkaan Sultan Selangor yang
menitahkan kerajaan negeri membersihkan operasi
kilang haram yang berpontensi mencemarkan sumber

ir.

Sultan Selangor mungkin dapat menyelami perasaan
rakyat yang kena tadah air. Negeri termaju, negeri
pintar dan penyumbang ekonomi negara terbesar
tetapi jika asyik putus bekalan air apalah sangat untuk
dibanggakan.

Bayangkan, selepas balik kerja sama ada lelaki dan
wanita dengan berbaju kurung, skirt atau berkemeja
bawa baldi berbaris di tangki air.

Jangan sampai rombongan berkenaan bertuala
dengan bawa berus gigi berhimpun di Bangunan
Sultan Salahuddin Abdul Aziz Shah di Shah Alam
untuk mandi.

Teon Eg ialah Pengarang Berita Utusan Malaysia
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SUNGATI di Batagig Behag Nilai yang busuk dan
dipenuhi sampah dipercdyai puncapencemaran

Sungai Semenyih di Selangor; - UT

MUHAMMAD 1ZZAT, TERMIZIE.

AN/

Dicemari sampah, bangkai dan berbau busuk

Sungai di Batang Benar daif

Oleh SYED AHMAD ZULKARNAIN
SYEDALI
utusannews@mediamulia.com.my

. SEREMBAN: Dakwaan kerajaan
negeri Selangor tentang Sungai
Semenyih dicemari air dari su-
ngai di Batang Benar dekat Man-
tin, Negeri Sembilan, sehingga
menyebabkan Loji Rawatan Air

(LRA) Sungai Semenyih dan
Bukit Tampoi dihenti tugas,
mungkin ada benarnya.

Tinjauan Utusan Malaysia di
sebatang sungai yang dipercayai
tercemar di Kampung Batang
Benar di Nilai dekat sini menda-
pati sungai itu berbau busuk dan
dipenuhi sampah sarap diper-
cayai dibuang oleh pihak tidak
bertanggung jawab.

Untuk sampai ke tebing sungai
berkenaan, wartawan bersama
tiga petugas Jabatan Alam Seki-
tar (JAS) negeri yang membuat
siasatan terpaksa berjalan kaki
sejauh lebih 100 meter dengan
meredah kawasan bersemak.

Apabila sampai di tebing su-

PENDUDUK Seri Kembangan beratur mendapatkan air bersih yang
disediakan Air Selangor selepas loji rawatan air di Sungai Semenyih

dan Bukit Tampoi dlhentlkzn akibat pencemaran. - UTUSAN/FARIZ
RUSADIO

ngai, bau busuk terus menusuk
hidung dan dapat dilihat dengan
jelas air sungai keruh serta pe-
nuh dengan sampah sarap ter-

masuk bangkai haiwan.

Selepas pegawai JAS mengam-
bil sampel air, tinjauan diterus-
kan di dua lagi lokasi berham-

piran yang menempatkan ladang
ternakan angsa yang dipercayai
punca utama pencemaran.

Bagaimanapun, lokasi itu
tidak dapat dimasuki kerana di-
tutup dan pegawai JAS terpaksa
menerbangkan dron  untuk
membuat tinjauan dari udara.

Gambar yang dirakam dron
jelas menunjukkan air sungai di
kawasan itu berwarna hitam dan
tercemar teruk.

Namun, semua dakwaan
itu belum dibuktikan sehingga
pihak JAS selesai menganalisis
kualiti air dari kawasan tersebut
dan kawasan-kawasan yang dila-
lui oleh sungai berkenaan.

Sebelum ini, Pengerusi Jawa-
tankuasa Tetap Alam Seki-
tar, Teknologi Hijau, Sains,
Teknologi Dan Inovasi (STI) dan
Hal Ehwal Pengguna, Hee Loy
Sian Selangor berkata, aktiviti
pembersihan ladang angsa dan
kawasan Perindustrian Nilai 3
dipercayai menjadi punca sungai
berkenaan tercemar sebelum
mengalir ke Sungai Semenyih.
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Mungkin dari saluran paip lama

PORT DICKSON: Kerja-kerja
menggali dan mencari saluran
paip berkaitan masih diterus-
kan susulan kejadian limpahan
minyak mentah di Kilometer 1,
Jalan Seremban dekat sini ber-
hampiran dengan Sekolah Ke-
bangsaan (SK) Kampung Gelam
sejak petang kelmarin.
Pengerusi Jawatankuasa
Bertindak Kesihatan Kesiha-
tan, Kepenggunaan dan Alam
Sekitar Negeri Sembilan, S.
Veerapan berkata, kerja-kerja
tersebut melibatkan pelba-
gai agensi dan pihak termasuk
syarikat berkaitan hasil minyak.

“Semua syarikat berkaitan
hasil minyak juga telah hadir
bekerjasama untuk mengekang
minyak mengalir masuk ke laut
tanpa mengira punca daripada
saluran paip syarikat siapa. Ker-
ja-kerja masih diteruskan dan
pihak-pihak berkaitan masih
berada d ilokasi.

“Pihak TNB telah tiba awal di
lokasi kejadian dan diikuti den-
gan bomba, kemudian pihak-
pihak lain yang ada berkepent-
ingan telah turun ke lokasi untuk
mencari penyelesaian ke atas isu
ini. Saya telah maklumkan pihak
Jabatan Alam Sekitar (JAS) berk-

enaan’ perkara ini dan mereka
tiba ke lokasi dan mengambil
sampel minyak,” katanya dalam
kenyataan di sini semalam.

Sementara itu, Penolong Pen-
garah Bahagian Operasi, Jabatan
Bomba dan Penyelamat (JBPM)
Negeri Sembilan, Ahmad Mukh-
lis Mokhtar berkata, pihakya
telah ke tempat kejadian sebaik
sahaja menerima panggilan
pada pukul 6.22 petang, kelma-
rin.

“Setibanya di tempat ke-
jadian, di dapati benar terdapat
sumber minyak mentah dari-
pada bawah tanah dan ia telah

mengalir ke dalam longkang.
“Tindakan operasi adalah
mendapatkan  bantuan  ‘oil
boom’ 12 unit daripada Stesen
Janakuasa Tuanku Jaafar (SJTJ)
untuk mengawal pencemaran
minyak dari mengalir ke laut.
JAS juga telah dihubungi un-
tuk tindakan selanjut,” katanya
dalam kenyataan semalam.
Dalam pada itu, Ahli Dewan
Undangan Negeri (ADUN) Sri Tan-
jung, Datuk M. Ravi yang menin-
jau kawasan kejadian berkata,
memang terdapat limpahan mi-
nyak yang telah mengalir ke laut
dan kawasan pantai yang terjejas
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Bekalan air ambil masa untuk pulih

Oleh MAISARAH SHEIKH RAHIM
utusannews@mediamulia.commy

PUTRAJAYA: Lebih sejuta peng-
guna perlu menunggu beberapa
hari lagi sebelum mendapat
bekalan air susulan pencemaran
air mentah di Sungai Semenyih
dijangka mengambil masa un-
tuk pulih.

Ketua Pegawai Eksekutif
Pengurusan Air Selangor Sdn.
Bhd. (Air Selangor), Suhaimi
Kamaralzaman berkata, se-
hingga semalam Loji Rawatan
Air (LRA) Sungai Semenyih dan
Bukit Tampoi belum beroperasi
selepas dihenti tugas 20 jam.

Menurut beliau, henti tugas
itu menyebabkan Air Selangor
tidak dapat menghasilkan air
terawat berjumlah 602 juta liter

sehari untuk dibekalkan kepada
pengguna.
Katanya, sehingga pukul

12.30 tengah hari semalam,
pencemaran masih berlaku di
Sungai Batang Benar, Negeri
Sembilan dan berada pada ta-
hap 18 ton, manakala bacaan di
,muka sauk LRA Sungai Seme-
nyih 9 ton.
“Punca pencemaran belum
diketahui dan siasatan masih di-
lakukan,” katanya dalam kenya-

taan di sini semalam.

Suhaimi berkata, sejak pukul
8 pagi semalam, Air Selangor-
menggerakkan 64 lori tangki ke
premis-premis kritikal, sekolah-
sekolah serta kawasan peruma-
han terjejas.

Katanya, sebanyak 14 tangki
statik, tujuh stesen pengisian

ok

LOJI Rawatan Air di Sungai Semenyih di Selangor yang dihenti tugas sejal

setempat, sembilan pusat khid-
mat setempat (PKS) dan 10 pili
awam turut disediakan.

“Air Selangor menyarankan
pengguna mengambil bekalan
air di pili-pili awam kerana ban-
tuan melalui lori tangki diutam-
akan kepada premis-premis kri-
tikal seperti hospital dan pusat

dialisis,” kata beliau.
Malam kelmarin kira-kira se-
juta pengguna di 274 k di

Hulu Langat, Kuala Langat dan
Sepang.
hut itu, h

Selangor mengalami gangguan air
ekoran pencemaran didakwa ber-
laku di Sungai Batang Benar dan
Sungai Pajam di Negeri Sembilan.

Kawasan yang terjejas mem-
babitkan Wilayah Petaling,

berkata, Air Selangor akan
mengemas kini maklumat dari
semasa ke semasa menerusi se-
mua medium komunikasi ter-
masuk media sosial dan laman

1g di www.airsel com.
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Peniaga henti niaga
hingga bekalan pulih

PUTRAJAYA: “Saya terpaksa
berhenti niaga nasi lemak dis-
ebabkan bekalan air terputus.”
Demikian luahan pengusaha
katering, Mohd. Khairi Kamarud-
din, 41, ketika berdepan gang-
guan bekalan air susulan loji
rawatan air (LRA) Sungai Se-
menyih dan Bukit Tampoi di-
hentikan tugas kelmarin.
Peniaga dari Presint 11 itu
berkata, setiap hari dia men-
jual nasi lemak antara 40 hing-
ga 50 bungkus selain ada juga
dihantar ke sekitar pejabat
kerajaan di sini.
Bagaimanapun, cerita Khai-
ri, disebabkan rumahnya tiada
air, dia terpaksa menghenti-
kan jualan selain mungkin me-
nolak dua tempahan makanan
kepada surau pada Khamis ini.
“Dua tempahan esok (hari
ini), saya boleh siapkan kerana
ketika ini masih ada bekalan air
tangki bagi kegunaan di rumah.
“Saya anggarkan simpanan
air tangki ini boleh bertahan
lima hari untuk kegunaan har-

ian kami sekeluarga,” katanya
ketika ditemui Utusan Malay-
sia di sini semalam.

Khairi berkata, sepanjang
13 tahun tinggal 'di Putrajaya,
masalah air paling buruk di-
hadapinya tahun lepas yang
berlarutan seminggu.

“Tetapi bantuan bekalan
air melalui lori terus dihantar
apabila kami hubungi. Pengu-
rusan penghantaran air me-
mang cekap di sini,” katanya.

Seorang lagi penduduk
Presint 11 yang enggan dike-
nali berharap bekalan air pulih
segera kerana tanpa air banyak
masalah air timbul.

“Setakat hari ini (semalam),
saya masih boleh guna sim-
panan air tangki tetapi selepas
esok belum tentu,” katanya.

Seorang pelajar tingkatan
empat, Nur Umairah Nor Hish-
am berkata, jirannya memak-
lumkan menerima notis di ru-
mah mengatakan tiada bekalan
air selama sehari di kuarters
penjawat awam di Presint 9.
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Telaga Rakyat tawar air percuma

SHAH ALAM: Telaga Rakyat
‘Anak Jati Jalan Kebun sedia
berkhidmat kepada mana-mana
pihak yang terputus bekalan air
ekoran penutupan Loji Rawa-
tan Air (LRA) Sungai Semenyih
dan Bukit Tampoi kelmarin.

Menurut Pengerusi Persatu-
an Anak Jati Jalan Kebun, Yazid
Muhidin, telaga yang dibina bu-
lan lalu bukan untuk penduduk
setempat malah orang luar juga
boleh menggambilnya.

“Walaupun penduduk di sini
tidak terjejas tetapi kita terbuka
dan mana-mana individu boleh
datang ambil air untuk percu-
ma.

“Siapa sangka masalah beka-
lan air ini kembali lagi selepas
sebulan berlalu,” katanya.

Bulan lalu media melapor-
kan penduduk Kampung Jalan
Kebun mengambil keputusan
mengorek telaga setelah krisis
bekalan air kerap berulang.

Penduduk kampung serik
dengan masalah bekalan air ter-
jejas menyebabkan kerja sehar-
ian mereka tergendala.

Sementara itu, seorang penia-
ga makanan yang juga pengusa-

TELAGA Rakyat di Jalan Kebun di
bekalan air kepada penduduk di situ.

ha kedai makan, Izwan Nasir,39,
berkata, tahun ini dia sudah em-
pat kali terputus bekalan air.
“Saya sebagai kontraktor
penghawa dingin susah hendak
menjalankan kerja-kerja saya
yang memerlukan air. Sekira-
nya, masalah begini berterusan

MA TS

Klang yang digali untuk menampung

sudah pasti sukar untuk men-
jalankan perniagaan.

“Isteri saya berniaga makanan
pukul 10 pagi hingga 9 malam
terpaksa tutup kedai. Bukan itu
sahaja,notis pun tidak diberi
tiba-tiba bekalan air tiada,” ka-
tanya.
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Pemilik ladang ternakan,
kilang bakal didakwa

Kuala Lumpur: Beberapa pemilik ladang
ternakan dan kilang di kawasan
Perindustrian Nilai, Negeri Sembilan yang
dikenal pasti punca pencemaran air

di Sungai Semenyih dan Sungai Langat
akan didakwa dalam masa terdekat.

Ketua Setiausaha Kementerian Alam
Sekitar dan Air (Kasa) Datuk Seri Ir Dr Zaini
Ujang berkata, pihakma dengan kerjasama
beberapa agensi lain sedang menyiapkan
kertas siasatan untuk membawa mereka
ke muka pengadilan selepas didapati
menyebabkan operasi Loji Rawatan Air
(LRA) Sungai Semenyih dan Bukit Tampoi
dihentikan sejak jam 4.30 petang Ahad.

“Kita sedang berusaha mengenal pasti
tempat (pencemaran) termasuk lokasi
penemuan terbaru sisa kumbahan organik
dari kilang di kawasan Perindustrian Nilai
dan akan mengambil tindakan perundangan
terhadap mereka.

“Pihak kami sedang berusaha menyiapkan
beberapa (kertas) siasatan hari ini dan
mendakwa mereka terbabit. Pastinya ia
memerlukan kerjasama semua plhdk
terutama Jabatan Alam Sekitar, Lembaga
Urus Air Selangor (Luas), Syarikat Air \’cgeri
Sembilan (Sains), polis dan sebagainya,”
katanya kcpada Harian Metro.

Dr Zaini berkata, untuk tempoh jangka
panjang, pihaknya kini sedang mengkaji akta
baharu untuk mendakwa mereka yang
menyebabkan loji rawatan air ditutup.

Beliau turut mengesahkan ladang ternakan
angsa dan itik serta kawasan perindustrian
di Negeri Sembilan disyaki punca

pencemaran bau di Sungai
Semenyih dan Sungai
Langat dekat Selangor.

Dua lokasi punca
pencemaran itu
masing-masing
dikatakan di Kawasan
Perindustrian Nilai 3
serta sebuah ladang
ternakan itik dan
angsa dekat
Pajam, Negeri
Sembilan.

Sementara itu,

Menteri Alam

Sekitar dan Air

Datuk Seri Tuan

Ibrahim Tuan Man

berkata, empat

kumpulan dibentuk

bagi mengenal pasti

punca pencemaran

bau Sungai Semenyih

yang menyebabkan operasi Loji
Rawatan Air (LLRA) Sungai
Semenyih dan Bukit Tampoi
dihentikan.

Katanya, empat kumpulan itu
dibentuk hasil mesyuarat Jabatan
Alam Sekitar (Jas) Negeri Sembilan
pagi semalam dengan beberapa
agensi kerajaan termasuk Jabatan
Veterinar dan Jabatan Perikanan.

“Hasil mesyuarat itu sebanyak
21 premis disenarai pendek
untuk siasatan,” katanya.
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'BAU BANGKALI

ORGANIK

Aktiviti cucian reban itik, angsa disyaki punca

pencemaran di Sungai Semenyih, Langat

Bernama

|
|

ktiviti pencucian
A secara besar-besaran
yvang dijalankan

di kawasan reban itik dan
angsa di tepi Sungai Pajam,
Negeri Sembilan disyaki
menjadi punca pencemaran
bau di Sungai Semenyih dan
Sungai Langat.

Pengerusi Jawatankuasa
Tetap Alam Sekitar,
Teknologi Hijau, Sains,
Teknologi dan Inovasi (STI)
dan Hal Ehwal Pengguna
Selangor Hee Loy Sian
berkata, ini susulan
pencemaran dikesan
daripada bau bangkai hasil
bahan organik dan bukannva
minyak.

Selain itu, katanya, punca
lain yang disyaki adalah
kawasan Perindustrian Nilai
3 dan berharap kerajaan
Negeri Sembilan dapat
mengambil inisiatif
menyiasat perkara tersebut.

Loji Pembersihan Air
(LPA) Semenyih dan Bukit
Tampoi terpaksa dihentikan
pada jam 4.30 petang, Ahad
lalu susulan pencemaran bau
dikesan di Sungai Semenyih
dan Sungai Langat yang
menyebabkan gangguan
bekalan air.

Hee berkata, bacaan bau
kelmarin antara tiga dan
empat ton dikesan di muka
sauk LPA Sungai Semenyih
dan Bukit Tampoi dan
bacaan itu naik sehingga
mencecah 11 ton.

“Bacaan bau pada jam 9.30

pagi hari ini (semalam)
adalah dalam lapan ton dan
berada dalam tahap tidak
stabil. Kedua-dua LPA ini
dijangka dapat dibuka
semula petang nanti,
sekiranya bacaan bau berada
di zero ton,” katanya.

Pencemaran bau itu
menyebabkan 273 kawasan
terjejas membabitkan
309,605 akaun pengguna
di empat wilayah iaitu
Wilayah Petaling, Hulu
lLangat, Kuala Langat dan
Sepang, mengalami
gangguan bekalan air tidak
berjadual.

Hee berkata, dua pam
digerakkan untuk
membekalkan 27 juta liter
sehari (JLD) di Sungai Langat
manakala 300 JLD di Sungai
Semenyih.
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Pembangkang desak kerajaan
Selangor cari penyelesaian segera

Sabak Bernam: Kerajaan
Selangor didesak bertindak
secara agresif menyelesaikan
masalah air yang sekian
lama membelenggu rakyat
negeri ini.

Ketua Pembangkang
Dewan Undangan Negeri
(Dun) Selangor Rizam Ismail
berkata, ia semakin serius
dan perlu diambil perhatian
sewajarnya sebelum rakyat
menagih dan melutut
kepada kerajaan supaya
masalah itu diselesaikan.

“Pertama sekali, saya ingin
bertanya kepada Pengerusi
Jawatankuasa Tetap Kerajaan
Tempatan, Pengangkutan
Awam dan Pembangunan
Kampung Baru Selangor, Ng

Sze Han.

“Adakah beliau tidak
mengawal selia kilang yang
beroperasi di negeri ini
sehingga terlalu banyak kes
masalah air yang berpunca
daripada pencemaran sungai
oleh kilang tidak
bertanggungjawab?

“Apakah beliau tidak
belajar dari kesilapan
lepas? Rakyat sudah tidak
mampu lagi berdepan
dengan masalah air yang
tiada kesudahan ini,”
katanya menerusi satu
kenyataan di sini.

Dalam pada itu, beliau
menegaskan rakyat negeri
ini di bawah tanggungjawab
Kerajaan Selangor dan

Menteri Besar Datuk Seri
Amirudin Shari.

“Kedua, saya ingin
bertanya kepada Menteri
Besar yang juga merupakan
Pengerusi Ahli Lembaga
Pengarah Lembaga Urus Air
Selangor (Luas).

“Adakah anda sedia
maklum masalah air di
negeri ini adalah masalah
kritikal rakyat? Hingga kini,
masih tiada pelan atau
blueprint dalam penyelesaian
masalah air.

“Jika tidak mampu
(fikirkan penyelesaian), saya
sarankan beliau lepaskan
jawatan dan berikan kepada
orang yang mempunyai idea
dan solusi,” katanya.
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Penat dah isu air?!

Penduduk Selangor hilang sabar akibat masalah
gangguan bekalan berulang kali gesa tindakan tegas

Oleh Suraya Roslan
suraya@hmetro.com.my

Dengkil
ata-rata penduduk di
R.&cl;mgnr sudah penat
dengan masalah ke
tiadaan air hingga meng-

ganggu urusan harian me
reka terutama peniaga.

Kekerapan ketiadaan air KAWASAN Semenyih dihenti fungsi
menyebabkan mereka kini PERINDUSTRIAN
NILAI'7 PAJAM

sudah hilang sabar angkara
sikap tidak bertanggungja-
wab pemilik kilang atau per

, usahaan yang melakukan
pencemaran di negeri ber-
kenaan.

Peniaga di Kampung fen-
deram Hilir, A Ramli Harun,
47, berkata, isu air sudah
berlarutan sudah lama dan
setiap tahun pastinya pen-
duduk Selangor akan ber-
depan dengan masalah ber-
kenaan.

“Kami sudah penat, setiap
tahun pasti akan berlaku isu
ketiadaan air, masalah ini
menjejaskan perniagaan sa
va. Perniagaan kami boleh
terjejas, bayangkan kami su-
dah beli bahan mentah segar
untuk masak dan jika tiada
air pastinya kami tidak da
pat beroperasi seperti biasa,”
katanya kepada Harian Me
tro.

Menurutnya. kerajaan
perlu mengambil tindakan
tegas dan membawa pihak
bertanggungjawab ke muka
pengadilan

“Isu pencemaran ini bu-
kan pertama kali dalam Se-
langor. Pencemaran ini
memberi kesan kepada se
mua pihak, harap tindakan
tegas dapat diambil" kata-
nva.

Bagi seorang lagi pendu
duk, Salmah Katin, 63, ber
kata, dia berharap kerajaan
negeri dapat melakukan se
suatu sebelum kejadian le
bih buruk berlaku.

“Ketiadaan air memang
menjadi  bebanan  kepada
kami. tolonglah selesaikan
segera,” katanya.

Sementara itu, bagi pen
duduk Kampung Jenderam

\
N,
)B Lokasi sejumlah
bahan buangan dan
Kampung

Batang Benar yang tersisa dijumpai

yang menyebabkan loji
rawatan air (LRA) Sungai

aman

KAWASAN
PERINDUSTRIAN

PENDUDUK US) 4 5. Subang Java mengambil bekalan air yvang dihantar ke perumahan mereka

Hilir, Nor Havati Lamyat, 46
pula berharap isu itu dapat
diselesaikan segera

hari ki
rima, tetapi kalau berpan

sekitar Pekan
Bangi Lama
menadah air
bersih dari pili
awam

di Kampung
Bahagia

“lika tiada air satu dua jang
masih boleh te- mi

salah.” katanya

"I"I bahan sebatian organik

menjadi punca pencemaran

n dalam tempoh se-
1 memang bawa ma
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SAIPOLYAZAN (kiri) dan Azhar menampal stiker zakat pada dinding restoran McDonald di McDonald Mutiara Damansara, semalam.

McDonald’s diiktiraf
pembayar zakat LZS

Restoran makanan segera pertama terima sijil pengiktirafan

Oleh Sri Ayu
Kartika Amri
kartika@hmetro.com.my

Petaling Java

cDonald’s Malaysia
menjadi  restoran
makanan  segera

pertama di Malaysia mene-
rima sijil  pengiktirafan
pembayar zakat korporat
Lembaga Zakat Selangor
(LZS).

Naib Presiden Sumber
Manusia dan Pengerusi Ja-
watankuasa Halal Dalaman
McDonald's Malaysia, Azhar
Darbi berkata, secara kese-
luruhan pada 2019, pihak-
nya membayar zakat per-
niagaan berjumlah RMi.4
juta yang diagihkan secara
sama rata untuk 14 negeri di
negara ini.

Katanya, untuk Selangor
pula, pihaknya membayar
zakat RM101,000 yang di-

®

Sijil Pembayar Zakat
Korporat yang diterima
ini adalah pengiktirafan
amat besar dan
semestinya mampu
mengukuhkan lagi
keyakinan rakyat
Malaysia terhadap
jenama McDonald’s”

Azhar Darbi

salurkan kepada LZS.

“Sijil Pembayar Zakat Ko-
rporat yang diterima ini
adalah pengiktirafan amat
besar dan semestinya mam-
pu mengukuhkan lagi ke-
vakinan rakyat Malaysia ter-
hadap jenama McDonald’s.

“Menghulurkan bantuan
atau sumbangan adalah se-

suatu yang cukup dekat di
hati kami semua di McDo-
nald's Malaysia, sama ada
menerusi  usaha  tang-
gungjawab sosial korporat
(CSR) kami atau pembaya-
ran zakat.

“Selain memenuhi tuntu-
tan agama, kami juga me-
lihat sumbangan zakat ini
sebagai usaha berterusan
McDonald’s Malaysia untuk
membantu golongan ma-
syarakat yang memerlukan
di mana ia salah satu nilai
teras McDonald's Malaysia,”
katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian
pada Maijlis Penyerahan Sijil
Pengiktirafan Pembayar Za-
kat Korporat LZS di sini, se-
malam.

Hadir sama, Ketua Pega-
wai Eksekutif LZS, Saipo-
lyazan Mat Yusop.

Azhar berkata, McDo-
nald’s Malaysia juga mem-
biayai 62 anak asnaf di se-

luruh negara sebagai per-
antis dalam menjalani Prog-
ram Perantis Vokasional
McDonald’s Malaysia.

“Sebaik sahaja tamat la-
tihan, mereka akan dianu-
gerahkan Sijil Kemahiran
Malaysia (SKM) Tahap 3
yang diiktiraf oleh Kemen-
terian Sumber Manusia dan
seterusnya layak mengem-
bangkan lagi kerjaya mereka
di McDonald's atau dalam
industri perkhidmatan ma-
kanan di Malaysia.

“Sejak program ini diper-
kenalkan pada 2018, kira-ki-
ra 1,200 belia sudah dan se-
dang mengikuti Program
Perantis Vokasional McDo-
nald’s.

“Kos untuk setiap peran-
tis kira-kira RM30,000 me-
rangkumi elaun sara diri se-
banyak RM1,200 sebulan,
tempat tinggal dan makan
minum pada setiap hari la-
tihan,” katanya.

ORPOR?
NTEGHT) & MW
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Gangguan belum pulih, penduduk mula tadah air

KUALA LUMPUR - Penduduk
di beberapa kawasan yang terje-
jas kerana gangguan bekalan air
mula menadah air untuk kegu-
naan harian.

Tinjauan Kosmo! di beberapa
lokasi di sekitar daerah Petaling
mendapati, segelintir penduduk
mula mengerumuni tangki-tang-
ki air serta pili-pili awam yang
disediakan oleh Air Selangor.

Seorang penduduk yang ingin
dikenali sebagai Goh, 72, berkata,
dia bersama adiknya mula mena-
dabh air di tangki yang disediakan
di kawasan Seri Kembangan itu
seawal pukul 8 pagi bagi menge-
lakkan bersesak dengan orang
ramal.

“Bekalan air di rumah saya
mulai perlahan dan terputus
kira-kira pukul 9 malam tadi (kel-
marin) selepas air di dalam tang-
ki habis digunakan, jadi seawal 8
pagi tadi saya sudah di sini me-
nadah air untuk digunakan bagi

BEBERAPA

oleh Air

di Taman Jinma, Serdang semalam.

membasuh pinggan mangkuk
dan memasak.
“Walaupun risau dengan kes

Covid-19 yang semakin

airyang

meningkat, kami terpaksa kelu-
ar juga untuk mendapatkan air,
namun Kkita dapat lihat mereka
yang datang mengenakan pelitup

muka dan menjaga jarak sosial,”
katanya.

Menurut Goh, dia bagaimana-
pun lega kerana tangki air di situ
tidak dikerumuni orang seperti
yang dibayangkannya

“Saya tiba awal kerana tidak
mahu berhimpit-himpit menda-
patkan bekalan air, namun orang
tidak terlalu ramai pula hari ini
(semalam).

“Mungkin kerana bekalan air
di dalam tangki di rumah mereka
masih ada,” ujarnya ringkas.

Sementara itu, di Puchong,
Selangor, seorang penduduk,
Hasrul Nizam, 39, berkata, dia
mengambil air sebanyak dua
kali.

“Saya tiba di pili awam ini
pada pukul 12 tengah hari dan
nampaknya tidak ramai yang be-
ratur.

“Namun, saya yakin, men-
jelang petang nanti (semalam)
orang ramai akan mula mengeru-

muni tangki-tangki serta pili-pili
awam yang disediakan,” katanya.

Sementara itu, Air Selangor
dalam satu kenyataan berkata,
Loji Rawatan Air Sungai Seme-
nyih dan Bukit Tampoi masih be-
lum lagi beroperasi sepenuhnya
ekoran insiden pencemaran air
mentah tersebut.

“Sehingga pukul 12.30 tengah
hari, pencemaran masih lagi
dikesan di Sungai Batang Benar,
Negeri Semhilan dan pengguna
digalakkan mendapatkan beka-
lan air alternatif di pili-pili awam
dan Pusat Khidmat Setempat di
lokasi seperti yang dinyatakan di
laman web Air Selangor.

“Maklumat terkini gangguan
bekalan air tidak berjadual ini
juga boleh diperolehi menerusi
semua medium komunikasi rasmi
Air Selangor di Aplikasi Air Selan-
gor, Twitter, Facebook, Instagram
dan laman sesawang kami di
www.airselangor.com,” jelasnya.
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‘Macam sistem syif
kilang’ — Penduduk

KUALA LANGAT - Gangguan
bekalan air tidak berjadual
akibat henti tugas dua Loji
Rawatan Air (LRA) Sungai Se-
menyih dan Bukit Tampoi je-
las merunsingkan penduduk di
daerah ini.

Seorang penduduk Kam-
pung Kebun Baharu Batu 10,
Jamuri Mohd. Thsan, 56, berka-
ta, masalah bekalan air di Se-
langor ibarat syif kilang.

“Bulan lalu, kawasan ber-
hampiran tiada air tetapi hari
ini kami pula merasa azabnya.
Kesusahan ini hanya dihadapi
oleh penduduk Selangor,” ka-
tanya.

Tinjauan Kosmo! mendapati
terdapat beberapa pengusaha

kedai makanan terpaksa menu-
tup kedai lebih awal. +

Izwan Nasir, 39, menjelas-
kan, tahun ini sahaja sebanyak
empat kali gangguan bekalan
air berlaku hingga menjejaskan
perniagaannya.

“Kalau begini, bagaimana
hendak raih pendapatan.
Kita berharap pihak berkuasa
segera menyelesaikan perkara
tersebut,” katanya.

Sementara itu, seorang suri
rumah di Taman Changgang
Jaya, Ernie Shafiza Zuraidi, 30,
turut mengeluh dan mendakwa
tidak menerima notis penutu-
pan bekalan air tersebut yang
menyukarkan aktiviti harian
rumah.

1ZWAN menutup kedai lebih awal kerana masalah gangguan bekalan
air di Kampung Kebun Baharu Batu 10, Kuala Langat semalam.
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Pihak berkuasa temui bahan buangan dalam belukar

Sisa organik punca
sungai tercemar

Oleh MALINDA ABDUL MALIK,
AHMAD SHAHERMAN SHAMSURI
dan EDDY HAMIDI

KUALA LUMPUR - Bahan bua-
ngan dan sebatian organik tersisa
dikenal pasti sebagai punca uta-
ma pencemaran air hingga me-
ngakibatkan lebih sejuta penggu-
na di kawasan Sepang, Petaling,
Hulu Langat dan Kuala Langat
terkesan.

Gangguan air itu berlaku apa-
bila operasi Lori Rawatan Air
(LRA) Sungai Semenyih terpaksa
dihenti tugas kerana keadaan air
yang berbau seperti bangkai.

Menteri Alam Sekitar dan Air,
Datuk Seri Tuan Ibrahim Tuan
Man berkata, punca itu dikenal
pasti selepas sejumlah bahan
buangan dan sebatian organik
dijumpai di kawasan belukar di
Jalan Emas, Kawasan Perindus-
trian Nilai, Negeri Sembilan.

“Berdasarkan sisa buangan,
bau busuk hampir sama dengan
bau yang menjadi punca LRA
Sungai Semenyih henti tugas se-
malam,” katanya dalam hantaran
di laman Facebook rasminya se-
malam.

Terdahulu, Exco Alam Sekitar,
Teknologi Hijau, Sains, Teknolo-
gi Dan Inovasi dan Hal Ehwal
Pengguna, Hee Loy Sian menin-
jau aktiviti mengepam air tasik
idaman, Kampung Sungai Buah,
Jenderam Hilir, Dengkil ke dalam
Sungai Semenyih.

Ia dilakukan bagi meneutral-

KAKITANGAN JAS memeriksa sisa buangan organik yang ditemui
di kawasan belukar di Kawasan Perindustrian Nilai semalam.

kan semula air sungai berkenaan
daripada pencemaran bau.

Sementara itu, Kementerian
Alam Sekitar dan Air dalam satu
kenyataan berkata, sisa buangan
haram yang berbau busuk itu
disyaki diuruskan oleh syarikat
tidak berdaftar.

Katanya, sampel tanah sudah
dihantar ke Jabatan Kimia Malay-
sia, manakala Majlis Bandaraya
Seremban dan Perbadanan Pe-
ngurusan Sisa Pepejal dan Pem-
bersihan Awam membersihkan
sisa pukal di lokasi tersebut se-
malam.

“Siasatan  polis, Suruhan-
jaya Perkhidmatan Air Negara
dan Jabatan Alam Sekitar akan
merujuk kepada penemuan di

kawasan itu sebagai sumber
sekunder.
“Pengurusan Air Selangor

masih belum dapat memulihkan
bekalan kerana kesan bau yang
masih kuat iaitu tujuh hingga
lapan ton,” katanya.

Tambah kenyataan itu, ka-
wasan pembuangan sisa or-
ganik terbabit dikawal rapi oleh
Jabatan Alam Sekitar (JAS) dan
polis.
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MB Selangor mohon maaf
terpaksa langgar kuarantin

SHAH ALAM - D =y

Menteri Besar

N A Saye Mohon maat terpaksae keluar dar
Selangor, Datuk Seri | suseantn matarm wow untos menyeiesanan s

Amirudin Shari yang
menjalani kuarantin

| pencemaran yang member kesan pada
Retucupan cakyst Selangor |
mengambed langkah berjags jaga dengan |

ek Tace stweld . Tace mask’ juga kedus

Narnun saye

di rumah terpaksa |Emctetmmetu SV mnwite

keluar bertugas bagi
menyelesaikan isu
pencemaran yang
memberi  kesan
kepada kehidupan
rakyat Selangor.
Difahamkan,

Amirudin bertindak

demikian bagi

menyelesaikan isu

gangguan bekalan air  pencemaran air.

membabitkan  daerah
Petaling, Hulu Langat,
Kuala Langat dan Sepang
susulan pencemaran air
mentah  di  Sungai
Semenyih.

“Saya mohon maaf ter-
paksa keluar daripada tem-
poh kuarantin malam ini
(kelmarin) untuk menyele-
saikan isu pencemaran yang
memberi kesan pada kehi-
dupan rakyat Selangor.

“Saya  mengambil
langkah berjaga-jaga dengan
memakai face shield dan
face mask. Kedua-dua ujian
saringan saya menunjukkan
keputusan negatif,” katanya.

Beliau berkata demikian
menerusi Facebook malam
kelmarin selepas meninjau
situasi pencemaran di Loji
Rawatan Air (LRA) Sungai
Semenyih yang berlaku
petang kelmarin. Tinjauan
itu turut dihadiri Menteri
Alam Sekitar dan Air,
Datuk Seri Tuan Ibrahim
Tuan Man.

Amirudin memaklum-
kan, berdasarkan taklimat
dan siasatan awal, punca
pencemaran adalah dari ka-
wasan perindustrian di Ne-
geri Sembilan.

“Usaha sedang
dilaksana bagi
membersihkan sumber air
dan memulihkan bekalan
air secepat mungkin,”
katanya.

Pada 29 September lalu
Pejabat Menteri Besar
Selangor memaklumkan
Amirudin disahkan bebas
Covid-19 setelah menjalani
kuarantin di rumah bagi
mematuhi arahan
Kementerian Kesihatan
Malaysia (KKM) sebaik
kepulangan beliau dari
program di Sabah.

Keputusan tersebut
adalah hasil daripada ujian
RT-PCR (Reverse
Transcription Polymerase
Chain Reaction) yang
dijalankan sejurus tiba di
Lapangan Terbang
Antarabangsa Kuala
Lumpur 2 (KLIA2) pada
28 September lalu.

Pada Julai lalu, Menteri
Perusahaan Perladangan
dan Komoditi, Datuk Dr.
Mohd Khairuddin Aman
Razali juga telah gagal
menjalani  kuarantin
Covid-19 selepas beliau
pulang dari Turki,
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ADUN Kampung Tunku
positif Covid-19

SHAH ALAM -

Ahli Dewan Un-
dangan  Negeri

(ADUN) Kampung
Tunku, Lim Yi Wei
daripada DAP me-
ngesahkan dirinya
positif wabak koro-
navirus (Covid-19)
menerusi keputusan
ujian saringan kali
kedua semalam.

Menurut Yi Wei, selepas
kembali dari Sabah pada 27
September lalu, pihaknya telah
menjalani ujian saringan perta-
ma di Lapangan Terbang Kuala
Lumpur 2 (KLIA2) dan turut
dipakaikan gelang merah jam-
bu.

Beliau berkata, keputusan
ujian saringan pertama yang
diperoleh pada 30 September
lalu adalah negatif dan pihaknya
turut dipanggil Pejabat Kesiha-
tan Daerah (PKD) Petaling Jaya
untuk menanggalkan gelang itu
pada keesokan hari.

“Sejak hari pertama, saya
mengamalkan pengasingan ken-

LIM YI WEI

dirt di rumah.

“Malangnya,
saya mula menga-
lami gejala berkait-
an dengan Covid-19
pada hari tersebut
(selepas tanggal ge-
lang merah jambu).

“Berdasarkan
saranan PKD, saya
menjalani ujian sa-
ringan kedua pada 2
Oktober lalu dan sambung
pengasingan kendiri sehingga
dimaklumkan keputusannya
hari in1 (semalam),” katanya
dalam satu kenyataan di sini.

Mengulas lanjut, Yi Wei
berkata, pasukannya turut
mengamalkan pengasingan ken-
diri sejak hari pertama kemba-
li dari Sabah malah keputusan
ujian saringan mereka juga di-
dapati negatif.

Beliau berkata, kesemua
ahli pasukannya akan menjalani
ujian kedua saringan Covid-19
dalam masa terdekat bagi me-
mastikan mereka bebas daripa-
da pandemik berkenaan.
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Bahan buangan, sebatian organik dikenal pasti punca pencemaran
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Tinjauan

di
tersisa di kawasan belukar di Jalan Emas,

Bahan buangan, sebatian organik dikenal pasti punca pencemaran

PUTRAJAYA - Bahan buangan
dan sebatian organik tersisa di-
kenal pasti sebagai punca utama
pencemaran air yang menjejas-
kan operasi Loji Rawatan Air
(LRA) Semenyih dan Bukit
Tampoi sejak kelmarin.

Bahan berkenaan dijumpai
di kawasan belukar di Jalan
Emas, Kawasan Perindustrian
Nilai, Negeri Sembilan.

Kementerian Alam Sekitar

dan Air (KASA) dalam kenya-
taannya berkata, sisa buangan
haram yang berbau busuk itu
disyaki diuruskan oleh syarikat
tidak berdaftar.

Menurutnya, siasatan polis,
Suruhanjaya Perkhidmatan Air
Negara (SPAN) dan Jabatan
Alam Sekitar (JAS) akan meru-
juk kepada penemuan di kawa-
san itu sebagai sumber sekunder.

*Sampel tanah sudah dihan-

tar ke Jabatan Kimia Malaysia
manakala Majlis Bandaraya Se-
remban dan Perbadanan Pengu-
rusan Sisa Pepejal dan Pember-
sthan  Awam (SWCorp)
membersihkan sisa pukal di
lokasi tersebut,” kata kenyataan
itu di sini semalam.

Menurut kenyataan itu lagi,
kawasan pembuangan sisa orga-
nik terbabit dikawal rapi oleh
JAS dan polis.
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Pencemaran berlaku di luar Selangor

Pencemaran bau di Negeri
Sembilan dikenal pasti jadi
punca dua LRA di Selangor
dihenti tugas

Oleh NORAFIZA JAAFAR

BANGI

Henti tugas LRA Semenyih
dan LRA Bukit Tampoi

* 309,687 akaun pengguna
terjejas

Libat 274 kawasan
membabitkan empat daerah
iaitu Petaling, Hulu Langat,
Kuala Langat dan Sepang
Henti tugas LRA akibatkan Air
Selangor tidak dapat agihkan
sebanyak 602 juta liter air sehari

encemaran bau yang menyebab-
kan henti tugas Loji Rawatan
Air (LRA) Semenyih dan Bukit

Tampoi di sini kelmarin disyaki
berpunca daripada reban angsa di Su-
ngai Pajam dan kawasan perindustrian
Nilai 3, Negeri Sembilan.

Exco Alam Sekitar, Teknologi, Hijau,
Sains, Teknologi dan Inovasi (STI) dan
Hal Ehwal Pengguna Selangor, Hee Loy
Sian berkata, pihaknya dimaklumkan
terdapat cucian besar-besaran di reban
angsa dekat tepi sungai tersebut sekitar

jam 9 pagi kelmarin yang mecetuskan

bau kuat.

Menurutnya, pihaknya telah memak-
lumkan kejadian tersebut kepada Mente-
ri Besar Negeri Sembilan, Datuk Seri
Aminuddin Harun untuk diambil tinda-
kan.

“Kejadian pencemaran itu berlaku di
luar Selangor dan kita hadapi kesukaran
untuk menjalankan penguatkuasaan di
negeri lain.

“Saya sangat berharap kerajaan Ne-
geri Sembilan dapat mengambil inisiatif
untuk menyiasat punca pencemaran,”
katanya pada sidang akhbar di Tasik
Idaman, Sungai Buah di sini semalam.

Loy Sian memaklumkan, kerajaan
Selangor akan membuat laporan polis
berhubung kejadian tersebut bagi mem-
bolehkan siasatan dilakukan.

“Saya tidak pasti jika kejadian berke-
naan adalah disebabkan unsur sabotaj,
kena tunggu laporan siasatan.

Loy Sian (kiri) meninjau Tasik Idaman, Sungai Buah di Bangi yang diletakkan pam untuk pencairan air ke
Sungal Semenyih semalam.

“Selain itu, Jabatan Alam Sekitar
(JAS) akan mengambil tindakan jika ter-
dapat ketidakpatuhan Akta Kualiti Alam
Sekeliling 1974, ** katanya.

Kelmarin pihak pengurusan Air Se-
langor Sdn Bhd (Air Selangor) memak-
lumkan berlaku pencemaran bau di Su-
ngai Semenyih dan Sungai Langat
menyebabkan henti tugas LRA Semenyih
dan Bukit Tampoi terpaksa dilakukan
bermula jam 4.30 petang.

Tindakan itu menyebabkan sebanyak
309,687 akaun pengguna di 274 kawasan
membabitkan empat daerah iaitu Petaling,

Hulu Langat, Kuala Langat dan Sepang
terlibat dalam gangguan bekalan air tidak
berjadual.

Dalam pada itu, sehingga jam 7 ma-
lam tadi, LRA Sungai Semenyih dan
Bukit Tampoi masih belum beroperasi
berikutan insiden pencemaran air mentah.

Menurut kenyataan Air Selangor, hen-
ti tugas itu menyebabkan Air Selangor
tidak dapat menghasilkan air sebanyak
602 juta liter sehari untuk dibekalkan
kepada pengguna di 274 kawasan dan
gangguan bekalan itu dijangka mengam-
bil masa yang lama untuk pulih.
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Air sisa tanpa rawatan boleh
cemarkan sungai

SHAH ALAM -
Kegiatan memba-
suh kilang, loji,
kandang ternakan
dan premis pernia-
gaan boleh mence-
markan sumber air
di sungai, tasik
dan empangan se-
kiranya tiada ke-
mudahan rawatan
air sisa di premis
terbabit.

Ketua Setiau-
saha Kementerian Alam Sekitar dan Air
(Kasa), Datuk Seri Ir Dr Zaini Ujang berka-
ta, apa sahaja kotoran, najis dan bahan kimia
dari premis itu terus disalur ke longkang
sebelum masuk ke anak sungai dan sungai
utama tanpa sebarang rawatan intensif.

Menurutnya, kebanyakan premis di ka-
wasan perumahan yang menghasilkan air
basuhan® dari bilik air, dapur serta tandas
yang dikenali sebagai kumbahan telah di-
sambung dengan sistem pembetungan ber-
pusat yang dikendalikan oleh syarikat Indah
Water Konsortium Sdn. Bhd (IWK).

“Pembetungan berpusat dilengkapi de-
ngan Loji Rawatan Kumbahan (LRK) ber-
tujuan untuk mengurangkan tahap pence-
maran sebelum kumbahan terawat dilepaskan
ke sungai atau laut.

“Jika tahap pencemaran dilepaskan dari
kilang, loji (termasuk LRK), kandang ter-
nakan dan premis perniagaan tinggi kan-
dungan bahan cemarnya sama ada bahan
organik atau bahan bukan organik, maka
muka sauk untuk pengambilan air mentah
terpaksa ditutup,” katanya dalam satu kenya-
taan di sini semalam.

Beliau berkata, penutupan itu perlu dila-
kukan kerana Loji Rawatan Air (LRA) hanya
dibenarkan merawat air mentah yang rendah
tahap bahan cemarnya.

Zaini berkata, untuk mengatasi masalah
pencemaran itu, semua premis perumahan,
kilang, loji, kandang ternakan dan pernia-
gaan perlu mempunyai kemudahan rawatan
air sisa atau kumbahan.

g -

ZAINI
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Polis siasat pencemaran
baudidualRA

Ambil tindakan terhadap
pihak bertanggungjawab

SHAH ALAM

olis Diraja Malaysia
(PDRM) akan mengambil
tindakan  terhadap  pihak
yang bertanggungjawab

menyebabkan pencemaran bau di
dua Loji Rawatan Air (LRA) Sungai
Semenyih dan Bukit Tampoi dekat
sini sehingga ia terpaksa dihenti
tugas sepenuhnya kelmarin.
Timbalan Ketua Polis Selangor,
Datuk Arjunaidi Mohamed berkata,
PDRM akan memberi laluan kepada
Jabatan Alam Sekitar untuk melakukan
siasatan terlebih dahulu bagi mengenal
pasti pihak yang akan dikenakan

tindakan ekoran insiden
itu.

“Dua loji yang
terpaksa dihenti tugas itu
memang berada di
kawasan Selangor tetapi
berdasarkan siasatan awal
punca pencemaran di
LRA terbabit berlaku di
Negeri Sembilan.

“Pencemaran berlaku
bermula dari kawasan
hulu sungai itu (Sungai
Semenyih) sehingga ke
LRA berkenaan maka
kami akan melihat dahulu siapa yang
benar-benar bertanggungjawab,”
katanya di sini semalam.

Katanya, jika terbukti punca
pencemaran berlaku di Negeri Sembilan
maka polis kontinjen negeri berkenaan
akan menubuhkan pasukan khas bagi

ARJUNAIDI

menangani insiden yang
memberi kesan terhadap
309,687 akaun pengguna
di Selangor iaitu di
wilayah Petaling, Hulu
Langat, Kuala Langat dan
Sepang.

Mengulas mengenai
sama ada polis ada
membuat rondaan dan
pengawasan di LRA atau
empangan, beliau berkata,
pihaknya tidak
meningkatkan rondaan
dan pengawasan di
kawasan LRA atau empangan.

“Ini kerana kemudahan (LRA dan
empangan) berkenaan memiliki
penguat kuasa sendiri selain punca
pencemaran insiden semalam tidak
berlaku di LRA atau empangan,”
katanya. - Bernama
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MAIS serah dana
rangsangan pendidikan

Sumbangan RM1
juta bukti MAIS
prihatin terhadap
pembangunan
pendidikan

Oleh MOHD IZZATUL
IZUAN TAHIR

BANGI

ajlis  Aga-
ma  Islam
Selangor
(MAIS)
menyerahkan sumbang-
an dana rangsangan
pendidikan  berjumlah
RMI juta kepada Kolej
Universiti Islam Antara-

’ SUMLAN GAN AN A
o PANES ArecaN PENDIOIMAN

WOUCS Wby EMSITE 51 am

ANTARABA G 34

| RM1,000,000.00

Lt

Ahmad Shahir (kiri) menyampaikan replika cek kepada Ab Halim
(kanan) sambil disaksikan Mohd Amin pada Majlis Sambutan Jubli
Perak KUIS 25 tahun di Pusat Konvokesyen KUIS Jumaat lalu.

bangsa Selangor (KUIS).

Menurut kenyataan
MAIS, dana disalurkan
melalui peruntukan wang
baitulmal MAIS itu dise-
rahkan kepada KUIS pada

Majlis Sambutan Jubli
Perak KUIS 25 tahun di
Pusat Konvokesyen KUIS
pada Jumaat lalu.
Kenyataan itu memak-
lumkan, bantuan rang-

sangan tersebut diberikan
kerana KUIS merupakan
salah sebuah anak syari-
kat di bawah MAIS.
“Sumbangan dana itu
membuktikan  MAIS
mengambil berat hal keba-

jikan penuntut institusi

pengajian tinggi yang
memberi tumpuan terha-
dap pembangunan pendi-
dikan khususnya di negeri
Selangor,” menurutnya
dalam kenyataan semalam.

Sumbangan itu disam-
paikan Setiausaha MAIS,
Dr Ahmad Shahir Makh-
tar kepada Rektor KUIS,
Profesor Datuk Dr Ab
Halim Tamuri sambil di-
saksikan Setiausaha Ke-
rajaan Negeri Selangor,
Datuk Mohd Amin Ah-
mad Yahya.
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Tajuk Berita : | 309,605 pengguna terjejas LRA Sungai Semenyih, Bukit Tampoi henti
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Tajuk Berita : | Pencemaran: Lagi gangguan air di Lembah Klang, jejas 300,000
pengguna
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Heavy or dirty, it do atter fornow
Residents of Puchong Jaya collecting water - no matter how dirty it looks - from an
Air Selangor tanker. The corporation is unsure when water supply can resume but
consumers are fuming. And the police are investigating. See reports on pages 3 & 4
— AZHAR MAHFOF/The Star
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Waste and organic compounds found

DOE takes six samples from the site for Chemistry Department to analyse

NILAL Authorities have found
waste as well as organic compounds
dumped in a bush near the Nilai
Industrial Area which they believe
led to the pollution of two rivers
and caused water cuts in neigh-
bouring Selangor.

The odour from the dumped
waste was similar to that detected
near the Sungai Semenyih water
treatment plant and which led to its
temporary closure.

The Environment and Water Mi-
nistry in a statement said it had
reasons to believe the illegal dump-
ing was the work of an unlicensed
company or companies.

“The police, the National Water
Service Commission and Depart-
ment of Environment (DOE) will
probe this and refer to the disco-
very as their secondary source,” the
ministry said.

However, the statement did not
stipulate the type of waste which
was found dumped in the area.

Several high-ranking officials, in-
cluding those from the ministry, the
commission, the DOE, the Negri
Sembilan Water Regulatory Autho-
rity, Syarikat Air Selangor and the

police were involved in the opera-
tion.

The ministry said state DOE per-
sonnel took six samples from the
site which were sent to the Che-
mistry Department for analysis.

“The Seremban City Council and

the Solid Waste Management and
Public Cleansing Corporation or
SWCorp will conduct a clean-up
exercise in the area,” it said, adding
that the area had also been cor-
doned off.

The ministry said Air Selangor

Plastic waste
& and organic

", compounds
can be seen
floating on
Sungai
Batang Benar
in Nilai. —
Bernama

was unable to resume supply to the
affected areas as the odour along
the water intake points was still
strong.

At the time the statement was
released, the odour reading was
between seven and eight TON

(threshold odour number).

“Operations should resume once
the reading goes down to zero,” it
said.

State Environment, Health, Co-
operatives and Consumerism Com-
mittee chairman S. Veerapan said
the authorities also took samples
from a goose farm in Kg Hulu Pa-
jam.

“Our findings revealed the farm
has been operating illegally over
the past four years.

“The samples have also been sent
for analysis,” he said in a statement.

He said the state government
would help coordinate the logistics
to transport the waste from the
area.

The Sungai Semenyih and Bukit
Tampoi water treatment plants had
to completely stop operating on
Sunday after pollution was detected
in Sungai Semenyih, which is the
raw water source for both facilities.

This happened just one month
after the odour pollution in Sungai
Gong which led to water disruption
that affected 1,292 areas in the
Klang Valley and nearly 1.2 million
consumer accounts.
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Air Selangor unable to estimate water recovery time

PUTRAJAYA: Air Selangor will con-
tinue taking water samples every
half an hour at its intake point until
areading of 0 TON (Threshold Odour
Number) is recorded.

Only then can water supply be
resumed, said its chief executive
officer Suhaimi Kamaralzaman.

The firm was unable to determine
the estimated water supply recovery
period until the authorities were
able to identify the exact source of
pollution, he said.

“We need to ensure that the water
is safe for consumers. At 12.30pm on
Monday, the pollution level at the
Sungai Semenyih treatment plant
measured 9 TON while the Bukit
Tampoi plant recorded 8 TON,” he
said at a press conference at the
Sungai Semenyih plant.

Suhaimi said pollution detected at
Sungai Batang Benar, about 20km
from the Sungai Semenyih plant in
Negri Sembilan, measured 18 TON.

Sungai Batang Benar is one of the
river sources that flows into Sungai
Semenyih, he said.

As a result of the unscheduled
disruption, Air Selangor was unable
to produce the 602 litres required
daily to supply water to 309,867
account holders in 274 areas in
Petaling, Hulu Langat, Kuala Langat
and Sepang districts.

“It will take a long time for water
supply to fully resume as the two
treatment plants have been closed
for more than 20 hours,” he said,
adding that it was the fourth time

this year that supply was disrupted
due to pollution.

Air Selangor had mobilised 64
water tankers for urgent need at
hospitals, dialysis centres and
schools, he said.

“The public can get alternative
water supply via 14 static tankers,
seven stations, nine local service
centres and 10 public pipes,” he said.

For updates and a list of alterna-
tive water supply locations, see Air
Selangor’s social media sites or
download the Air Selangor app in
Google Play and Apps Store, or visit
www.airselangor.com.

Earlier, Air Selangor said taps at
premises in 274 areas in Selangor
would stay dry as pollution levels
were still high at raw water intake
points near the Bukit Tampoi and
Sungai Semenyih plants.

Consumers affected in Petaling,
Hulu Langat, Kuala Langat and
Sepang areas are advised to find
alternative supply at designated
public taps near Masjid Puchong
Perdana, MPS] depot, US] 3A,
Kompleks 3K, and Petronas Unikeb
Bandar Baru Bangi, said Air Selangor
head of corporate communications
Elina Baseri.

Safety
concern:
Air Selangor
workers
inspecting
the water at
the Sungai
Semenyih
Water
Treatment
Plant in
Putrajaya.

— CHAN
TAK KONG/
The Star

A

Public taps are also available at
Tangki Air Bandar Sg Emas, Masjid
Al-Islah in Banting, Taman Gemilang
public hall, as well as near Pekan
Salak and Pekan Dengkil markets.

The Sungai Semenyih and Bukit
Tampoi treatment plants were shut-
down on Sunday after odour pollu-
tion was detected beyond permissi-
ble thresholds at the Sungai
Semenyih plant.

Environment and Water Minister
Datuk Seri Tuan Ibrahim Tuan Man
said the pollution source is believed
to be from the Nilai industrial estate
in Negri Sembilan.
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Consumers riled up over cuts

‘Water authorities must be more prepared to avoid recurring issues’

PETALING JAYA: Klang Valley con-
sumers affected by the latest water
supply disruption want the authori-
ties to be more prepared to prevent
such problems from recurring.

Many took to social media to vent
their frustration and urge for harsh-
er enforcement against polluters.

Rudzman Zabaruddin, 42, a food
blogger from Serdang, said it was
frustrating that Selangor residents
had to face water cuts again.

“I've been living here for 14 years
and this can be considered a yearly
issue. And we were just recovering
from the Sungai Gong issue,” he said,
referring to the odour pollution a
month ago which affected 1,292
areas in the Klang Valley and 1.2
million consumer accounts.

Rudzman said he was sad to see
many restaurants and stalls closed
because of the lack of water.

ArveentSrirangan Kathirtchelvan,
26, from Taman Sri Gombak, said
some residents went out to the near-
estriver to get water without consid-
ering cleanliness and safety.

He urged the Selangor govern-
ment to come up with a back-up
plan in future, such as an emergency
water stockpile.

The state should also be looking
into rainwater harvesting, he added.

Subang Jaya resident Seela
Gunasakaran, 36, said she was
shocked upon being told of the water
disruption on Sunday night.

“I was away with my family when
I received a call from my sister at

8pm, telling me that there would be
water disruption.

“By the time I reached home, the
water supply was completely out,”
said the entrepreneur, who has
three young children.

“A water tanker was deployed but
can you imagine the ordeal of queu-
ing and then having to carry water
home?”

Seela also claimed that the water
the residents got was not so clean.

Nur Izzra Izzati, 30, was worried
after she heard that water supply
was unavailable at her parents’
house in Telok Panglima Garang.

She urged the authorities to
impose stiffer punishment on
offenders who caused water disrup-
tion and pollution.

Businesswoman Siti Nurathikah
Abd Aziz, 24, from Sepang, claimed
the water from the tanker sent to her
place was not very clean as well.

“The water tanker lorry came this
yesterday morning (yesterday), but
sadly, the water was yellow in colour
and you could smell chlorine in it.

“This is not the first time it has
happened in Selangor. How come
other states don’t have so many
water pollution issues?

“This problem cannot be solved
just by the government, but we the
public must also take action,” Siti
said.

She called on residents to inform
the authorities if they saw anyone
carrying out acts of pollution in the
rivers in the state.
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By EDWARD RAJENDRA
edward@thestar.com.my

OWNERS of 18 houses along
Lintang Besi in Taman Melawis are
urging Klang Municipal Council
(MPK) to upgrade the earth drain to
a concrete U-drain, to overcome
erosion behind their houses.

Complaints on the erosion had
been lodged numerous times to
MPK.

In 2004, residents in the area had
raised the issue to the council’s for-
mer Engineering Department direc-
tor Mohamad Noor Mahmud as the

one-metre earth drain had widened .

- Fix drain erosion in Taman Melawis, MPK urged

t03.5m.

Mohamad Noor had his technical
team instal old motorcycle tyres to
have the soil retained on-site and
address erosion but to no avail.

Resident, Ungku Aris Abdul
Masjid, 73, said the gradual erosion
of the earth drain had affected the
houses, with cracks that allowed
water to seep into the back portion
during floods.

“Our houses were built in 1969,
with a scupper drain at the back,

but it is now broken while some
stretches are covered with earth.

“Surface runoff and water from
the homes are channelled into the
earth drain. It has been like this for
decades,” he said.

Aris pointed out that the earth
drain, which is 310m long, was mis-
aligned and this caused a backflow
that resulted in flash floods in parts
of Lorong Besi.

“It is time for the council to seri-
ously look into this matter and

resolve the situation,” he added.

The 18 houses were built in 1969
and known as Susie Garden.

It was later combined with anoth-
er development and renamed
Taman Melawis in August 1980.

Resident Darshan Kaur, 60, said
the gradual erosion had caused
cracks in her car porch,

“Worse still, water seeps into the
living room through cracks along
the wall's skirting during rain.

“I have topped up the soil on the

side of the house many times but
water still rises up ankle deep along
the outer wall,” she said.

MPK Engineering Department
director Zamri Othman said it
would initiate a land search with
the Klang District Land Office to

* verify the status of the 10m width of

land behind the row of 18 houses.

“MPK needs to do the land search
before a drain could be built to
avoid any legal suits in the future,”
he added.
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Lee: Enough
is enough,
water
polluters
must pay

PETALING JAYA: The latest water
disruption caused by the pollution
of Sungai Semenyih must bring to
focus the “Polluter Pays” principle,
says Tan Sri Lee Lam Thye.

The Alliance for Safe Community
chairman said those who caused
pollution should bear the cost of
managing it to prevent damage to
human health and the environ-
ment.

“It stands to reason that before
the polluter can be asked to pay, he
must first be identified.

“The question is, why weren't
the polluters identified earlier?”
Lee said.

The latest incident, which will
affect more than 300,000 Air
Selangor account holders in 273
locations in Selangor, only came to
light after the authorities received
reports of a foul smell, similar to
that of a carcass, coming from the
river, Lee said.

“This incident comes on the
heels of the recent Sungai Gong
pollution which also necessitated a
shutdown of piped water service,
causing misery to countless
account holders for the umpteenth
time.

“In both these cases, the authori-
ties only acted after the fact, not
before as they should have,” he
added.

Lee, however, commended Air
Selangor for activating its emer-
gency response plan to provide
assistance to the affected consum-
ers.

“It’s fine to take the polluters to
court later but what about the con-
sumers and their suffering, for
which they get no compensation?
Not even an assurance that it will
not happen again. Enough is
enough,” he lamented.

The authorities should do more
to prevent such cases from hap-
pening, he said.

“It is not difficult to identify fac-
tories and activities along the riv-
ers — upstream, midstream and
downstream — and then conduct
regular checks on these premises
to ensure that they are complying
with existing rules and regula-
tions,” he added.
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‘Disarray was avoi

Expert: Ministry’s late online re

By SANDHYA MENON
sandhyamenon@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: The late
announcement ordering higher
education institutions (HEIs) to
carry out online registration and
teaching and learning activities, will
impact the enrolment plan of these
institutions, affecting both students
and the financial sustainability of
the entities, said National Association
of Private Educational Institutions
president Elajsolan Mohan.

The Higher Education Ministry
(MoHE) must plan and strategise
announcements in a better and
more effective manner, he said,
adding that the late announcement
also brought much hardship to stu-
dents and parents.

“Students in some public HEIs on
the other hand were sent back after
the announcement was made.

“Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, it
is not easy for them to find private
accommodation,” he added.

On Friday, the day HEIs were sup-
posed to reopen fully, the MoHE
announced that as more Covid-19
cases had been recorded, HEIs must
carry out online registration for the
new semester.

It said all teaching and learning
activities should also move to online
platforms to keep staff and students
safe.

“MoHE recommends all HEIs
postpone their physical registration
of new and old students at the cam-
pus,” it said in a statement.

While safety is of utmost impor-
tance and varsities have no prob-
lem in complying with online regis-
tration and lessons, Elajsolan said
the ministry could have employed
better planning in their announce-
ment.

L T

e

Smoking germs out: Workers disinfecting the premises of Universiti

il

Sultan Zainal Abidin Gong Badak after one of its staff tested positive for

Covid-19. — Bernama

“This is so those who travelled
from outstation would have had
enough time to plan their journey
instead of getting stranded.”

Malaysian Association of Private
Colleges and Universities president
Datuk Dr Parmyjit Singh said in light
of the recent spike in cases, it is
understandable to move registra-
tion online.

“It would involve the mass move-
ment of around half a million stu-
dents from all over the country to
their campuses.

“The fact that some students have
already been tested positive at some
public universities validates this
decision and the sudden spike in
infections could not have been pre-
dicted,” he said.

Parmjit said an immediate deci-
sion to avert widespread infections
is justified in the interest of the
safety of students.

Meanwhile, Bernama reported
that Selangor will channel aid
via the “Bantuan Prihatin
Mahasiswa Darul Ehsan” pro-

gramme to affected students.

Mentri Besar Datuk Seri
Amirudin Shari said the govern-
ment was gathering information
from these students to provide
assistance such as transportation
back to their hometowns, food as
well as face masks and hand sanitis-
ers.

He said the assistance would
focus on three categories of stu-
dents - students from Selangor
studying in Selangor, students from
other states studying in Selangor
and Selangor students studying in
other states.

“Students who need this assis-
tance can refer to the ‘TS Care Kit
Distribution’ form at http:/bit.ly/
mdekatA, Selangor  Campus
Students Food Assistance Form at
http://bit.ly/mdekatB, and Selangor
Natives Transportation Assistance
form at http://bit.ly/mdekatC,” he
said in a statement yesterday.

Separately, Elajsolan said it's also
unfair to stop the entry of foreign
students into the country without

dable’

gistration call could burden varsities

giving sufficient notice.

On Oct 4, Immigration direc-
tor-general Datuk Khairul Dzaimee
Daud said foreign students plan-
ning to study in Malaysia will have
to postpone their travels until Dec
81

The interim restriction would
also affect foreign students who had
already received approval from the
department to come to Malaysia.

Elajsolan said there are strict
standard operating procedures in
place which IPTS have been adher-
ing to.

“Some were on their way here
and some had already arrived at
KLIA.

“This sudden announcement will
give Malaysia a bad image, subse-
quently affecting our status as
an educational hub and our econo-
my.”

Describing it as a surprise,
Parmijit said existing and new inter-
national students had been
approved to enter the country
based on Senior Minister Datuk Seri
Ismail Sabri Yaakob’s earlier state-
ments.

It has created confusion and dis-
appointment among students, he
said, adding that public HEI staff
were overwhelmed with calls from
parents.

“The impact to public HEIs is like-
ly to be catastrophic.

“The majority of new internation-
al students in the second half of the
year had decided to enrol with pri-
vate HEIs and start their studies
online.

“This latest announcement has
thrown their plans in disarray, and
private HEIs are likely to face
unprecedented withdrawal and
deferment rates,” he said, urging a
review of the decision.
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Hassan tops the lot in Selangor Classic tourney

Muka Surat 9
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Gross champion Hassan
with his trophy.

(From left) Selangor State Economic Planning Unit assistant director Mohd Faiz Abu Bakar, Menteri Besar Selangor Incorporated corporate communications head Mohd
Ramali Abu Bakar, Azrul, Hassan, Tang, Dunlop Srixon Sports Asia managing director Hidekazu Tagashira and Liberty Golf Services managing director Simon Ng.

Hassan tops the lot in

HASSAN Rahmat signed for two rounds of

three-under 69 and a 138 total to capture
the top prize in the inaugural Selangor
Golf Classic.

Staged over two days at the Mines Golf
Club and Kota Permai Golf & Country
Club, where a full field of 128 players
from around the country turned up,

Hassan proved way too strong for what
was a formidable field.

sion and a trophy.

The A Medal title went to 12-handicapper
Goh Kian Seng, who finished with 75
Stableford points - 39 on the first day and 36
on the second. He took home a 43-inch Smart
TV and a trophy.

In the B Medal, Magenthiran Thanimalai,
playing off a 14 handicap, emerged with the
honours.

He topped a four-way tie on countback.

He garnered 37 in each round and won a
Cleveland HB driver and trophy.

Speaking at the event, Tourism Selangor
general manager Azrul Shah Mohamad said
the Selangor Classic was “a great platform” to
reset the state’s tourism vision, especially in
the golf industry.

“Considering that the recovery movement
control order remains in force, the Selangor

For his efforts he received a 49-inch televi-

Selangor Classic tourney

Amateur competition sees 128 golfers
pit their skills over two days

Classic is a bold step because it is one of the
first full-field amateur tournaments to be
staged in the new norm.

“Tourism Selangor is encouraged by the
positive response to the tournament and not
only do we see this event becoming a main-
stay in our tourism calendar, but we will also
explore the possibility of expanding it to
include other clubs in Selangor as well as

incorporating a golf fair or festival,” he added.

Azrul presented Kota Permai with a

“Best Golf Experience in Selangor” award, for
what he said was recognition for the out-
standing experience that the club delivers for
visiting golfers.

Gamuda Land club, townships, and proper-
ty management director Tang Meng Loon
received the award on behalf of the club.

The partners of the Selangor Classic includ-
ed The Mines and Kota Permai Golf, Srixon,
Sunway Hotel, Corum, Nuprep and F&N
Beverages.
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Water pollution,
again?
A solution must be found

T has happened again. For some inexplicable reason, there

seems to be no shortage of irresponsible people who seem

to think they can pollute rivers with impunity and who feel

the need to put profits before Mother Nature. This time,
hundreds of thousands of people in 274 areas from the Petaling,
Hulu Langat, Kuala Langat and Sepang districts are facing
another unscheduled water cut, an occurrence that is becoming
more frequent. Water is the most essential thing in life. One can
go without food for far longer than without water. Yet it would
seem some do not give two hoots about this precious resource,
unless there is a disruption or an unscheduled rationing.

A Bloomberg report last year stated that some 1.8 billion
people in 17 countries appeared to be veering towards a water
crisis. That works out to about a quarter of the world’s pop-
ulation. Let’s take a look at Ethiopia. Like many African coun-
tries, parts of Ethiopia face water shortages, poor sanitation
and a lack of access to clean water sources. A study by Wa-
ter.org found that only 42 per cent of the 109.2 million pop-
ulation has access to clean water supply. Malaysia is a country
that is blessed with an abundance of water sources. Instead of
looking after this Adam’s ale, we abuse it. Our rivers and lakes

- are turned into garbage bins, con-
Malaysza s venient waterways for us to dump

all sorts of refuse, whether domes-

‘.1 country tic or industrial. The major water-
that is blessed supply disruption caused by pol-
with an lution in Sungai Gong, a river

which eventually leads to Sungai
abundance Of Selangor, happened just last

water sources. month. Now, we have Sungai Se-

i menyih, with the source of pollu-
Instead Of lOOklng tion reportedly traced all the way

2 s

after this Adam’s o Negri Sembilan.

ale, we abuse it. This Leader has said it before; it
will say it again: There needstobe a
paradigm shift in how we treat the
environment. There needs to be political will. There needs to be
a concerted effort by enforcement authorities. And, there needs
to be commitment from the people. Environmental laws, too,
need to be made tougher, with harsher penalties to serve as a
deterrent. This is where the judiciary needs to step in, meting
out sentences to the full extent of the law to those who break
them. It’s pointless having maximum punishments of jail terms
of up to 20 years, or fines of up to RM100,000 if offenders are
sentenced only to year-long jail terms or fined a paltry RM1,000.
Other measures need to be considered as well. One of the easiest
is to institute a building-free zone within a certain distance of a
river — a “ready” solution, instead of the exasperating water
cutstIf we aspire to be a developed nation, water should not be
found wanting, not with our abundant water sources.

Again, water is the source of all life, the most important
liquid in our ecosystem. Human beings, plants, insects and
animals cannot survive without it. Lest we forget, even in-
dustries require water, therefore, it is in our best interests to
ensure that our water is readily available and the quality
satisfactory. No more excuses, please. Not for the polluters nor
the authorities, and certainly, not for us to remain quiet.
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Conduct regular

KUALA LUMPUR: The authorities
should be vigilant and proactive
in conducting regular checks on
factories and activities along the
rivers to prevent future water pol-
lution incidents.

Alliance for Safe Community
chairman Tan Sri Lee Lam Thye
said the authorities should also
put in new standard operating
procedures (SOPs) to identify and
rectify possible flashpoints to
prevent more disruptions.

“It is not difficult to identify
factories and activities along the
river's upstream, midstream and
downstream, and then conduct
regular checks on them to ensure
compliance with existing rules

checks on riverside factories, activities, says Lam Thye

and regulations.

“If necessary, relocate the ille-
gal factories and license them.

“Please stop saying you are in-
vestigating after an incident has
happened.

“The public would like the en-
forcers to act before incidents
happen,” he said in a statement
yesterday.

This comes on the heels of yet
another water disruption, due to
the pollution of Sungai Semenyih
and Sungai Langat.

The pollutants allegedly orig-
inated from a duck and goose
farm near Sungai Pajam in Negri
Sembilan, which entered a Sun-
gai Semenyih tributary.

This forced Syarikat Penguru-
san Air Selangor
Sdn Bhd (Air Se-
langor) to halt op- ‘
erations of water

the

treatment plants consumers and

in Sungai Semeny-

ih and Bukit Tam- the?r sufferingfgr they receive no com-
poi. which they receive pensation, and not

Lee said the lat- no compensation,

est water disrup-

tion brought into @nd not even an
focus the “polluter - gssurance that it

pays” principle,

where those who Will not happen

caused pollution again? its emergency re-

bore the cost of
managing it to pre-
vent damage to human health

what about the polluters to

fected consumers.”

and the environment.

“It's fine to take

court later, but what
about the con-
sumers and their
suffering for which

even an assurance
that it will not hap-
pen again?

“I would like to
commend Air Selan-
gor for activating

sponse plan to pro-
vide assistance to af-

trun Sri Lee Lam Thye
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WATER DISRUPTION

FOUL SMELL FROM
DUCK AND GOOSE FARM
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Selangor Environment, Green
Technology and Consumer
Affairs Committee chairman
Hee Loy Sian on site to check
water samples taken from
Sungai Buah in Dengkil,
Selangor. - ADIB RAWI
YAHYA/THESUN

Call for single authority to
protect water resources

W BY ELLY FAZANIZA
newsdesk@thesundaily.com

PETALING JAYA: Stakeholders have
sounded another call for a single
authority with multilevel input to

safeguard the country’s water
resources.
They also want new

requirements to be put in place to
prevent pollution of rivers and other
water bodies.

Klang MP Charles Santiago said
there should be a single entity under
the federal government to oversee
the country’s water management
system.

Leaving it to individual states will
be less efficient because states have
limited funds and manpower to
enforce the law, he said yesterday.

Santiago was referring to the
pollution of Sungai Semenyih and
Bukit Tampoi over the weekend that

#> Leavingriver pollution management to
states less effective, says Klang MP

led to water disruption to more than
300,000 households in 274 areas in
the districts of Petaling, Hulu
Langat, Kuala Langat and Sepang.

As of press time yesterday, the
source of the water pollution had yet
to be determined although Negri
Sembilan executive councillor
S. Veerapan earlier cited leachate
from duck farms and egg processing
plants as the possible cause of the
pollution.

Santiago also reiterated his call
for a buffer zone of 300m to 400m
from rivers where business activities
are not allowed.

“Rivers and buffer zones
should be viewed as national

security areas.”

Former water, land and natural
resources minister Datuk A. Xavier
Jayakumar said there must be close
cooperation between the federal
and state governments to improve
water resources.

“This calls for multilevel inputs,
including from various agencies.”

Xavier said the Department of
Environment (DoE) should also
beef up its manpower in Selangor,
Penang and Johor because these are
industrialised states.

Amlir Ayat, vice-president of
environment  interest  group
EcoKnights, said the government
should see its expenditure on law

enforcement and monitoring of
water resources as an investment for
a better economic future.

He said more effective steps must
be taken to ensure that the activities
of businesses that have a high
potential to pollute rivers are
curbed.

However, the Association of
Water and Energy Research
Malaysia (Awer) disagrees that there
is a need to beef up manpower.

Instead of beefing up its ranks,
the DoE could work with local
officers who would act as its eyes and
ears,” Awer president
S. Piarapakaran said.

He proposed that the authorities
map out areas upstream where there
are businesses that could release
waste into rivers, adding that it is
unfair to blame Pengurusan Air
Selangor Sdn Bhd for contamination
caused by irresponsible parties.
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Ducks and chickens likely responsible for water cuts

SEREMBAN: Ducks and chickens
could be the cause of the latest
round of water supply disruption in
Negri Sembilan and Selangor.
Negri Sembilan  executive
councillor S. Veerapan said the
possible cause of the pollution were
waste from duck farms in Kuala
Sungai Pajam and a chicken egg
processing plant in Nilai Industrial
Estate 2, according to Bernama.
The waste could have leached
into the river, said Veerapan, who is
in charge of health, environment,
cooperatives and consumerism.

However, he said the facts will
only be clear when a full and
detailed report is received from the
Department of Environment (DoE).

“What we have now are purely
assumptions.”

Stakeholders, he said, were
already in Batang Benar to discuss
the next step.

Meanwhile, consumers will have
to bear with dry taps for a while
longer, reports ELLY FAZANIZA.

According to Pengurusan Air
Selangor Sdn Bhd (Air Selangor),
until the source of the pollution is

found, it cannot be ascertained
when supply will resume.

On Sunday, Air Selangor said in
a media statement that 309,687
account holders in Petaling, Hulu
Langat, Kuala Langat and Sepang
had experienced unscheduled
water supply disruptions after the
operations of the Sungai Semenyih
and Bukit Tampoi water treatment
plants were suspended.

Selangor Mentri Besar Datuk
Seri Amirudin Shari said on Sunday
that pollution was detected in
Sungai Batang Benar, 30km from

the Sungai Semenyih treatment
plant.

Air Selangor chief executive
officer Suhaimi Kamarlzaman said
yesterday that 64 water tankers
were deployed to hospitals, dialysis
centres and schools.

“Alternative water supply will be
provided through 14 static tanks,
seven stations, nine local service
centres and 10 public pipes.”

Veerapan also disclosed that an
oil spill had been discovered near
Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan
Gelam in Port Dickson.
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NO WATER, AGAIN: Resid of Taman Wi Puchong, collecting water from a Pengurusan Air Selangor Sdn Bhd water truck following another water disruption in certain parts

of Selangor and Putrajaya due to the ¢ ination of Sungai S yih. Affected users will have to continue to bear with the inconvenience for now because Air Selangor is unable
to determine the estimated water supply recovery period until the exact source of pollution is determined. SEE P4
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Semenyih River pollution preventable as
contaminants visible for years

Ministry identifies the main
source to the odour pollution,
which is organic waste found
at a bush near an industrial
area in Negri Sembilan

by SHAHEERA AZNAM SHAH

THE Semenyih River pollution is
preventable as contaminants along
the river and its confluences have
been tangible and visible from
several years ago, an expert said

Water quality specialist Dr Zaki
Zainudin said a routine water
quality reading he took at Pajam
River four years ago showed a
high level of pollution indication
at the upstream of Semenyih River.

“The incident at Semenyih River
can be categorised as illegal dum-
ping which has reported quite a
number of pollution cases

“A water current reading,
which is one of the indications
of pollution, at the confluence
of Pajam River showed a level

At noon yesterday, Semenyih River and Bukit Tampoi water treatment plants have not
been operating as the Batang Benar River recorded an 18 TON

surpassing the standard of a
typically “clean” river.

“The reading was expected to
be that way as there are many fac-
tors contributing to the issue, such
as livestock cultivations, waste
dumping and industrial area,” he
told The Malaysian Reserve.

Latest river pollution case at the
river that emerged late on Sunday

has affected about 300,000 house-
holds in Petaling, Sepang, Hulu
Langat and Kuala Langat.

A total of 309,687 consumer
accounts in the Petaling, Hulu
Langat, Kuala Langat and Sepang
districts suffered an unschedu-
led supply disruption as water
treatment plants at Sungai River
and Bukit Tampoi were closed

due to the pollution.

The disruption came about a
month after a similar incident
at Selangor River happened in
September, affecting 1,292 areas
in the Klang Valley, Gombak,
Hulu Selangor, Kuala Selangor,
Petaling, Klang, Shah Alam and
Kuala Langat.

At noon yesterday, Semenyih
River and Bukit Tampoi water treat-
ment plants have not been operating
as the Batang Benar River recorded
an 18 Threshold Odour Number
(TON), while Semenyih and Tampoi
Rivers recorded 9 TON and 8 TON
respectively

The Environment and Water
Ministry (KASA) said it has identi-
fied the main source to the odour
pollution at Semenyih River which
is organic waste found at a bush
near an industrial area at Jalan
Emas in the Nilai Industrial Estate
in Negri Sembilan:

“Authorities had inspected the
vicinity along the river and found
organic waste which emits bad
odour, almost similar to the odour

that caused pollution at Semenyih
River since yesterday and forced
its water treatment plant to stop
working,” it said in a statement
yesterday.

“The illegal waste is suspected
to being managed by an unregis-
tered company and the police
investigation, including by the
National Water Services Commis-
sion and Department of Environ-
ment (DoE), will refer to the fin-
dings from this area as a secon-
dary source,” it added.

KASA said six soil samples have
been taken for examinations by the
Department of Chemistry, while
the Seremban City Council and the
Solid Waste and Public Cleansing
Management Corp are expected
to be cleaning up the bulk waste
at the site by today.

According to the ministry, the
area is being closely monitored by
the DoE and the police.

“Pengurusan Air Selangor Sdn
Bhd has not been able to restore
water services as the odour is still
emitted at 7 TON to 8 TON,” it said.
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You are,

Of all the parties, Ebit Lew
might just be the easiest
target, perhaps, because he is
not affiliated to anyone ‘big

NO MATTER how vou try to look

at it, you'd still find it odd — that
one had to apologise for doing
something noble and good

Now, this was not the first time
that Ebit Lew had to express his
regret for being kind

Earlier in the year, Ebit Lew was
chastised” by quite a number of
Islamic scholars” for helping the
poor and the needy which had
firectly highlighted other
issues that got quite a bit of

also ir

attention
The scholars even took the trou-
ble to discuss and explain Ebit
, Lew’s oversights in his endeavours
from their “religious understan
ding and point of view
Yes, Ebit Lew ended up apolo
gising for his “ignorance and
stupidity
During the earlier days of the
Movement Control Order, Ebit Lew

was criticised ag

in tor trving to
assist the frontliners and those in
need by donating personal protec-
tive equipment and other essen-
tials. He apologised again

Last week, Ebit Lew was back in
the limelight after announcing his

plan to provide 20 buses to trans-

regrettably, too kind!

Ebit Lew (left) was reprimanded by UPSI's management for not going through the proper channels before carrying out his plan to
provide 20 buses to transport stranded students back to their hometowns

port stranded students from Uni
versiti Pendidikan Sultan Idris
(UPSI) back to their hometowns

He was reprimanded by the uni
versity's management for not going,
through the proper channels before
carrying out his plan

Ebit Lew was also told by the
university’s student representa
tive council that he had to ge!

mission from the man:
which in turn would need per
mission from the National Secu
rity Council and the Higher Edu
cation Ministry

Of course, no one would wish for
anything bad to happen to the stu

dents, especially in matters related
to Covid-19

And yes, the safety of students
throughout the journey to their
respective destinations is also of
great importance

However, with such a tedious
process before any journey could
be approved, the stranded souls
would just be loitering around for
nothing, while waiting for any con
crete decision by the authorities.

You guessed it. Ebit Lew was also
told to apologise, and he did

It really did not make
There were others like Ebit Lew
who were kind and generous

SeNSE

enough to come forward to help the
students who were stranded as a
result of a last-minute decision by
the government to postpone regis
trations for the October academic
session due to the rise in Covid-19
CaSes.

To begin with, the desperate stu
dents had nowhere to stay, or the
means to go back home

Along with Ebit Lew, several
others also initiated fundraising
efforts to pay for food, transport
and accommodation

In fact, the students’ plight also
caught the attention of other poli

ticians, including Dr Maszlee

Malik and Syed Saddiq Syed
Abdul Rahman

Now, if a bus could fit 40 students,
Ebit Lew alone could have “res-
cued” some 800 students from wan
dering aimlessly in Tanjung Malim,
s0 to speak, while the authorities
were scrambling to figure out the
next course of action
many
argue if all the standard operating
procedures would be adhered to in
the “evacuation process”, but the
fact remains — the students had
nowhere to go after they were told

Of course would also

that registration was pn\lpum‘d

The Selangor state government
also offered transport for Selangor
residents to return home from cam-
puses outside the state

The Mentri Besar’s Office said
the Selangor Young Assembly-
members’ Caucus, Team Selangor
and the Peninsular Malay Students
Union, or GPMS, would arrange for
bus transport

Of all the parties, Ebit Lew might
just be the easiest target. Perhaps,
because he is not affiliated to any
political party or anyone “big

Some even joked that Ebit Lew
would not have been in such a
situation if he decided to include
politicians and the university’s top
guns in all the photos and videos
that he'd place on his social media
platforms.

Maybe, he should. In the next
project, perhaps. Just saying,
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